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Soldiers march in the Old Home and School Parade in 1916.
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As fi{tJbtingeruptsdn Europe,:locat...residents.fight'anotherwa~'::~ "~.rifluef)'~a
The ceiltmYs second{deeade bought con-

tinued.pro~perity.tO th~'city as local indus-
tries 'b.oOmed. Dutit atso brought a world
war and,.an infl~enza pandemic.

In 8eptembeI>1..917, '54 YQung.men, "the.
Hower ofWilliniantic~s manhood," joined.
the AI-mY and, were preparing for basic
training atFo~\Devens in,Massachusetts.
They were "part of the 'selective draft from
Connecficut's i7thmsiri~. Mayo!' Danny
Dunn 8iTaiiged'Jor a parade and a recep-
tion for' the departing ,heroes at the State
Armory on' Pleasant street. 'tJie canteen
service of the lOcal Red Cross"'proVided a
banquet for the draftees in the ~ory on
the evening of their departure, and a band
was hired th,.mleI'! to donations from
'"m11im,.mtic'sbusinessmen.

The dinner consisted of tomato' soup,

chicken pie; mashed:. potatoes, -mashed, allowed itsemployoos:io l~aYe;';their-wor
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1

~rnip,.., celery, 'PiCkle~"~
,

'~ hot .roll~.
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Pickett's Orchestra _proVldedswtably"."had:on th~ footbndge,. which proVIded a
patri9tic music, ,beginning ,thep~edig.gs ""'fiti~'viewrif the-proceedin~,,8nd the'depot
with"R~y, ~urid.,9ieF1ag." DUrin madeaAtpI~tform,' ~as ,pack~(L";,,1'he" qeparlmg
patriotic speech' befora' presenting;, each<tlraftee'swere loaded. dQwn',witb,gifts frOm
draftee with a new' fountain pen. With.'"a ~ cigare1testo sweaters, and,cheers rang out
tear in his eye, Dunn declared that it'waa...~cas thetraUi car.ry1ng Williiriantic'~ "flower
doubtful if there-:\vase:a finer lotof?youn]~;c\'/of manhood"pulled.~u~9fJt~~.q~po_~.,.. .
m~*..gn their way-to'.Fort Devens: .' ' ~: In 191.!t an influ.~p~i;p~ge~~ij~ga.n in

"You area credit one ,and all~fyou, to our,'. Asia ai'lds,pread ~o~;:Y'!¥;~oW~W"PP'e.

~~ej~ ;tdb~0~~V;~;ha:~~at~~t~::~a~°:2bl~:~~6~~:~:~T~1>M~;
1In your" dutIes. Bea credIt to Old Wllhmanbc VIctIms dIed' of puhnonary

Windh~ while away whether ~ camp or edema, a rapid accumulation of liquid in
I

on the battle field," Dunn said. the lungs, and many more were'hit by see-
The following day, a massive crowd ondary infections such as pneumonia. The I

assembled at the railroad depot to say local hospitals, 8t Joseph's and Dr. I
their farewells. The American Thread Co. Mason's, were overwhelmed.


