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-~ In April 1912,

more than 1,000
of: the Amen-

Ajfent out  on:
strike to protest: B gardsley

the company’s. :
failure to implement an across—
he-board 10 ‘percent pay rise.
These workers were unskilled
-Polish, Ttalian,, French-Canadlan

and Syrian women. '
_Consequently, ATCO’s manage-
ment, led by Eugene Boss, confi-
vdcntly predicted they would crush
ftHe protest because these:women

Liwere well aware of a; suceessful
f:s(:nke of women textile workers

;hat had-taken place three weeks °

w:earher in Lawrence, Mass.. Ac-
icordmgly, they sent for ‘that

fstnkes unjon, the Industrial .
i\?\r”Eirkers of: the' World, and its.
organizers, led by‘a.fiery, -

QZ—yeaI-old orator. named Ellz-
Fabeth Gurley Flynn.
5! Flyzm was born in New' Ham

flshuc 11890 and'moved to:New
York with her family in'1900, Her

i-parents were dedicated socialists

s,,and trained young Elizabeth in the

}:ulosophxesmd ‘edicts of social-
she gave her first’

ech" ire: -Harlem’s Soc- -

,- alist Club tiléd. What Socialism
£3Will Do for Women.™ As'a result
E5he was promptly expelled ﬁ'om
‘e-
b

iﬁﬁh school. .

_néxt few years she nrgamzed“

Pémlsylvama garment workers,

New. Jersey silk weavers, New .
York City restaurant workers and -
Minnesota ‘coal miners. This was

cafjgped ‘off by her successes in the

Btead' and - Roses strike “in

Léwrence

-izad no 1eadersh1p ;'md fewe could

Sy

&ddn 1907, Flynn became a full- :

;A new Massachusetts state Taw
had reduced the workweek from
it0 :54 hours but the Lawrence
owners sped up ‘the looms

and cut’ thc $6 average weekly-

ence. “Those - affected ‘were
mamly ‘immigrant women of

nmny ‘nationalities, who left the
mills and poured into the streets.
‘*Flynn entered this scene amidst

intimidation and violence: instigat-

ed by police and strikebreakers

and helped to organize the stnke

Flynn and the IWW  organizers
arranged soup Kkitchens and child

nurseries and provided translators.

‘The striking women carried a sign-

tha“t said “We Want Bread and

Rﬁes Too:!T’ .c_}n_ March 14, the °
strikers won a 25 percent.raise for

the lowest-pald ‘workers and

1912, -and Flynn addressed themi.,
‘She eritieized John: Golden, of the
Textile Workers of Amgrica,’ wha

recounted the Bre
strike. Flynn munedlatcly saw
that the strikers needed more Po-
lish interpreters and she-arranged

';for -themn - 40 be recrulted She _

-lence perpatrated by ‘manage-

“ment,

The foIlowmg day, ATCO

bowed to the TWW’s demands and: e

.implemented a 10 percent pay
‘increase, Flynn héld:-a mass rally
and meeting in Willimantic- on:

'May 1. Those in-attendance gave

‘Flynn a standing ovation that last-
ed for seven minutes. She began
.by congratulating the Willimantic
‘women. workers for strike.

“On this. beauuful May Day you
operaﬁvqs Qf ‘the American

Thread Company have muchtobe

thankful for. You have won a

m;éjr@ than 23, 000 people in’

- backed up .
<~ Italian and Synau—-spealnng pe0~,
~ple must hold separate meetings

: gl
town “hall on'Sunday, Apﬁl 29,

Was. attempting to: orgamzc nnly :
X skilled. m

‘buturged them
not’ to become mvolved in.vip- .

moral-as well as a labor victory:in
yourstrike for better wages: and
conditions... your: victory 1 mustibe
. the French, Polish;

least once:a: momh "_she s i

..--stop the mills bccauseiﬁ '
the fear of losing a: big:dividend ...
the day will come when there will
be an elghtnheur ‘working day-and
a $3: ‘daily » wage for workers 2 et

 Flynn 3 alsg 'was'a feundmg mem-
ber of the: A_mencan Crvll lﬁb

Lizzie on the picket line.. | -
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