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For ATCO, war meant profits.

Part threc of i ive _. -

armed forces and its- populatlon
witnessed a strange military ex-

-periment in the city’s skies:
The American Thread -Co.
received unprecedented orders

from the United States’ military’s -
various ‘arms and. increased its p
workforce. However, this caused a

serious housing and accommoda-
tion shortage so ATCO temporar-
ily houscd its new employees in
tents, . -

The company ‘settled upon a
controvérsial solution, demanding
that only families with three or
more mémbers employed in the
mills were eligible to rent compa-
ny tenements. "ATCO’ employ-
ment ' bureau manager: nétified
families in the lower vdlage to
leave the company’s tenements to
make way for those families with
three members working at ATCO.

Despite widespread: crltlclsms,'

the evictions went-ahead. To de-
flect the bad- publlctty, ATCO

- announced plans to construct 15,

more tenement bulldmgs on Ives

ATCO S rufh -

: 51gned up for

'tary ‘had emplo'
‘Couturg to travel-to textlle towns
across New England to recruit
_French~Canad1&n 171_11_1_1 workers.
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Although born in 'Quebec,
Couture had worked ini -Cotton

mills in Centerville, R.I., but ifl
1914 he returned-to Quebec and.
. enrolled in the Canadian Army.
He subsequently’ Awitnessed miuch

action 'in France and became -a

highly *decoratéd “hero- of “the.
treniches.” Locals ' k.eenly antici--
-pated Couture S propaganda visit
to Willimantic but it failed to have

the necessary impact. -
“When Couture’s train: stopped at

Napoleon:

Wlllunantlc s railroad depot, &
small - crowd assembled to greet
him, He stepped onto the platform
and related the horrors of war to.a

-gang of ‘youths keen fo. go {0
France. Couture recourited tohis
~ astounded -audience how his hair

stood on: end when the Germans
pounded the Canadlan-ocoupted
trenches with arullery: ‘He spoke
encouragingly of ‘the British
tanks, which ‘he thought would
win the war. They ran alongside
the’ German trenches; - machzneJ

scores who' could ot escape.”

. This was: in retaliation for the
- German use -of mustard: gas and

the devastating. effect it had upon
men and _vegetation. He en-
thralled thc crowd with-a dc tailed

description of the gas mask that"

had often saved his life. Many
young men left the ‘Willimantic
railroad-. depot that day witht

doubts about Jommg thc slaughter -

collegiate school. -

'..Wzl’lunantlcs rooﬁops and local
: thei

after the Canad1an 5'§
illithantic; an unidenti-
fied flying. ohject caused chaos as:
hundreds of local people rushed:
into the streetsto view the specta- .
cle. The rumor quickly- circulated -
that this strange aitborne object.
was a seécret.experiment: conduct-
ed by the government’s Rocl-:vnlle:

. srooke and clauned that the sun .y

iy People. standmg on ‘Main Street,

necks. craned,-saw- flames a.nd;
puffs of smokc in the balloon’s’
vicinity — prior to its rapid des-.
cent,. - I__t:._' _skimmed . over

; arller xmlltaryi
: ashed a bottle of;
airship’s basketj

feet of hydrogen and wclghed 800

‘pounds. The balloon immediately-
_ascended to 3’_’_000 feet and began.

b . : .
feet but the- pxlots had to make a-
forced land:ng m a.n undlsclosed-

'years
1n ascens1ons, controlled the -ait-
ship. In 1908, he had plloted an
American balloon in"the German
Intcmanonal Balloon race. et
- As in.any war, the govcnunent
shrouded-its operations in secrecy

".and officials denied that Armold

had to make a forced landmg
They denied the existence of any.

CHing C
hangmg ‘from the balloon’s w1cl<-f:
er. basket;: caused thc flash o"F-.

; a farm i ‘Mansfleld but oﬁ'iclals‘:

femained  tight- llppcd They,_‘

: mlsted_that'-they ‘had planned the'

landing” Moreover, the:
-ofﬁclals denied that the balloon.
etital, claiming that stj
rshipifor officers trammg o
be pilots in the “aero service” ¢
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