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, three

:' Along with
.city records, let-

. .ters, postcards,:
pmps and40cu~'
rileiits, . . :local
newspapers 'are '." '
a~eat source to , Tom '

~xplore local . _ ". ""

. do mmu nit Y Bear4s1ey
)verits that I~y...'>,,''-'',..:':'
.be ','." 'd:1!J' .,,~.: ' . ~'-rmeinti4':.i;

.
:;:m:~,"~on,'. ¥ _,p. .,~~)I.)';-;:~."

; €hrl!ft'idle"!S ifiiCi-6fitmeif~t:ot3ies'
prMide.an"ideal window.to'--view
1ife in Willimarttic in,the -late19th..
(;entury. ,Last' week we' .}{,-oked.~t::

.walkii1g contests, VocMstlcieties,
-the lo~al temperance'moveltlent..
and Inillclosuresin,early'1879,a;s
recorded in, the Clzrqnicle s first,
editions. . .

~. The year 1~1~ t:OlitJpued:Wby
~~Ib~:v~n#W ,yei\i ' in;'~e:Jbt d

:: ~~~
~C::;:ity.Windh;u.n'sselec1;Jhen' eCid~
~:edto rebuild )the tOWnatmsh6use,"
:~~ere were;(::1iangesin,$ttee't,Ii&ht~.'
~,ing,the historicProg Pond; prop-
:erty,~ put.\fJ,>for saje, a.JJ,,~~
-1heater artct;Jelegmph, .liries 'were.
~built, an .ann~ '.'damQake tq6~
"lace aM there"was~ews df~
;1oung_$tuq~Ht.c3t :a\Vj~~~
~scho()l, des1Utea'to becOihe Con-
~e.cticut'sgovernor.
..".In the spring,Wmdham'sahDs-
~house, located. on the west of the
~{~ad" between' Windhan1 arid
§l9rth Windham, bUrned to the
j~round. . The alms];l()use. ,,~!s()
~~own as. tbt; towfi -farin'(ir:th~.
~60r'IJ.Qu:~,~;~~o~e. . ttvtQe,
';unemplbye4 ,;a.nd .pAupers'who'
<~eceivM clU!iitablecaidfronl' th~-, ... . --. .

:!t.own and local chadtic.s. Th~L
"\selectman,identified a,newsitein

;~e west', eri4" Of 'Wil.4u.anq~;
:I9Pposite th~ .c~P1etetY,'~4/:dlo~'
~~ated $S'.OOOtorebUibbt:at;.that '

~t~~,!~aritip~s,c~~w.',;~i~~(
. "tdistri.gt, was' no\\< brig1ttei' :aF

J9ights;-;is,th~town fathefspt~*ed,-;
~~>n~b,er- of kerosene 'J,ampSQr.;:
~M~'$h:e'~_~::~.' aC<:Qinpany:-:'t«e:'
~e:ustiI1$~#~':~jltnps.Mayqethis '
?was tlie te3S9.nwhy'FredpTaylor,
~~e tQ~.bu.npIighter, ha(lleft to
~take .a similar post in Mass-
~ch~e(tS.The,i9Wn lt4;eq'George .

~~arksiIl'~7pla~e, :~viiigJiiri1:$~,.
~'duty..hflig4U4gWilliirian~k's'40~

a~!~;
~o'rii.nio~: 'eardat~itbiS limtonc '
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tjfor $2.7.00;:Quttliere:were;no:tak-.
:;ers. ,iI()w.~et.;Pt'p~erly'- 4id~Mhg~:.',

:himds in Willimanticwhen' Silas

~oomer purchased,a 'plot oitfue
;~omerof North andMain streets',:
~~-.Hedem6lishe¥1tI;1e e~i!#g:;
t~ulldings thereah~ began)1i'b
.

I
.

.

.

.

.o
.

ns

.
.

truC

.

h

.

' on O

.

,fa gran~ neW ~Pl$

..

'~

,,6use. At the same, time, a, new,
: 'egrilph ,system was improviriif-
II l11imJmtic's cOnne.ctions to -the
~6-utSideworfd. However, the-com-
~any had built ,~~ .!~fthe ';~le-
:,graph polesonp~t~ fan;1i.an4.
~aced threats 'from: W~dham?s
~(anners whopromilied, to cut
~4ownthese ey'es9Ies'~t:nj~~.:
,f~ -additi())i~, ~',1'~genW:;':~n-
,,'illiinan.ti~~s,.,M3ih,;S~et;,com-..~r .. .. . ~

pll1iried .that the new telegraph
~olesdisfiID1.f~dtl1eir,prqpij,ty... .
"As-the telegraph pole~Qn~ov~,.
syrage(j, . Willimantic,h~d:i~
lUlIIuaI chunbake ~t .!iorseshoe
Park, '~hich was IO:C;itedQn:the.

'J;3ricktopRoad.1oelWebb; "~at.er-
ei"'ol'eIied;:the -Clambake'-to the
P1ibl~c:at3:P;'nkonS(l~qay, JPrl,e
21;1879:, Visitors,c~ed"into '

. ,the park by~eP.unifj-edS:.ah(rCon..

"'~~~'fiVe'~a'rtel~O'fb~"" "

,.~lii
o\yiief; waSvic~orious. Thl' Qcgan- "
iZers:rewarded him with a new
$.4-Q:suiCTbe,<!4Yended with Ii

't:!~~~~hop,qU#tet,; '" ....
'; ;TAere~ 'musicaJ .eIitert.a41,.

"~;~1~~~~~:~~~~Io~~~;.:,:
.-;g1'a,,4~tlOn '~~entCl:~e~ 'of ,the .

;Na:fcl}ipig.8cboQt9n :Miu.cSttee~; ,
In 1-879,-~s was a private school,
attend~d'bYthe so~ aIldcIa1ig4-
,t~, of"the)ocal elite, prepa.tiIJ,g
."~,n' Jot: entry. ~nto: Yale

'~frii~~~ihg"fOU~~d't4e' :~~m~
ct(t"iUf(fthentheleadirig's~deb.ts
took-part in a competiti!:>nt~~see

w~o could best 'recitePQ.ems
entirely ,from :I11e~ory~:'Mary,
I:IaYden,~op . ftrst pfize~;,(ja.m~,
B.uck wo~;:thesecoriap~e, 'an.d;t,
Hattie MeHow 'cam~:ihthii:dD;'or .

/ th~POYSinoone~o~dJm\tchi7~;'.

y'ear...,ldWilbur -L:~~ss'~~biHf:Y-? / '

to.. _r~(*e lo~~ .p~s,!Ja~e$/~QII1! .memory; Cross, fro~ ''Miri1Sfield"
. serVe~"as.coIi$cti*.tt's"govemor;
betW~~1~3'l-iij1df~39. .~ '.

.~, .'. ,.'~' ..~. ...".. . ..'", ~",...

. CQ'1£lilsionnext, week .


