were educated

-High School.

J‘]ﬁfjrq)r'st thou never Iack the v

tree’

wThou dost. the thoughts of by rounding towns to have their chil-
gone.days arouse. ... "~ dren  prepare -for Yale, Harvard
et us ne'er from memory blot.  and Columbia universities in high

' junctmn of Iackson ‘and Milk-

frict’s old stone school house that

tablished “the ‘school in-the new

,b‘uildmﬁsﬂnrdstotyas aprepara--
- ~tory school for university ent-"

rance; The school charged a fee: A

Natchaug High years

*From 1865 to
1883, a signifi-
cant num'ber of
@onnecticut’s

held by the wealthy Yankees in
those days. - -

For example, the school did not
serve the children of French-

feading late Canadian or -Irish mill workers
19th and early during:its 18 years of existence.

20th . century Perhaps the most well-known
businessmen graduate of this elite school was

Mansfield’s Wilbur L. Cross
"(1862-1948), who was governor
of Connecticut from 1931 until
1939, He was also a professor of
English and dean of the: graduate
school at Yale University.

and politicians . Tom

at  Natchaug Beardsley

_This once famed Wllunantl&
based, educationial institution has :
now long fallen from the pubhc' © In 1866, the Natchaug High

emory. However, whehthis pri- - School governors hired David P.
vafe academy closed its doors-at - Corbin as headmaster. and. the
the end of the 1882-83 academic town simultaneously hired him to
year; its governors etched the ¢ g establish a grade system for the
tablishment’s fiame- mmemoryby second district’s public school.
planting and dedicating a memo-  Corbin had established the presti-
rial grove of trees on the grounds. gious Willimantic Institute in

he .verse on the acoompanymg. 1863 -on Main Street’s Franklin |
plaque read: ' bIQCk'._- He orgamzed pnvate h.lgh-
bl

sm‘:;%wﬁ?gwmmyj 3

r‘m'hree

wer: -
T kindle rhaughr.s' in any'i hour o 3 _
“vHistoric, - horiored, haﬂawed' health - foreed his " retirement.
- Nevertheless, during that short
period, his expert tutelage encour-

As. we gaze upon your Ieaﬁ’
hows aged wealthy parents from sur-

The -scenes that -cling. around - -schiool. A Scotland native, Thomi-
t];u’ sacred spot” ; - as Hart Fuller, replaced Corbin,

| ‘and remained in the post until
1872. John B. Welch, a graduat
of - Wesleyan University - in|
| Middletown in 1870, followed|
= _-'.1 Fuller as principal and remained
| “in the post until the high school |
closed in 1883. \
By 1883, the Milk and Jaekson
street area -had changed signifi- |
cantly from the time of, the high \
school’s establishment.. .In the |

The bu:ldmg in which “the -
school was located stood at the | |

Natchau’g"’_ Elementary
e town fathers built it in 1365
to replace the second school dis-

had served WlIlnn.antlc since the .
}8305
““Those of the local elite class es-

college education was a privilege

“dents had known him- as a strict |

ea:ly days, the SchOOI building
was in a pastoral setting but 18 |

years later it was: located in an
Irish immigrant enclave and a
Roman Catholic Church; St. Jos-

‘eph’s, was built on the adjacent |
lot. All this was too much for the |

Yankee elite: and after 1883, the
high" school’s governors cIosed
the school’s doors. Welch was

asked to remain as principal of the
grade schools bux he declined the |

offer a.ncl moved on:

‘Welch’s private-and publlc stu-

disciplinari but under his guid- |
ance, ‘both pn'vdte academy and |
grade schools in the old Natchaug
building had gained a high repu- :
tation. -
When he left his post in 1883

Welch ceremoniously planted a
tree in the memorial grove. How- |

ever, Welch and “Old Natchaug” |

remained strong in the .public
memory and in 1905, staff and
alumni organized a reunion ban-
“quet. The reception took place in
e Hooker Hotel on.June 20 and

and established a memorial fund
in'Welch’s name to provide prizes
to high achieving students. =~
The 1905 reunion was so-suc-
. cessful . that the “Old Natch-
augers,” as they were calléd, ar-
ranged an old school and old
home week to take place 10.years
later in 1915. Alumni came from

Jrganizers presented ‘Welch
ife with-an engraved cup - - i
.-amved, they found that- the old

‘year by a brick stricture-that: .
stands.. Nevertheless, those who

‘agross;the maiaon tmcelehrate the

March 2%,

" The old Natch ug-Sec

school ‘building.had been

demo.b_'
ished and replaced: Tevious

returnéd in 1905, 1915 and again
in 1920, all came to: ce}ebrate the
memory of “Oid Natchaug” A

tmuezi’ liexr week o
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