Fart three of three -
¢ - The Chronicle’s microfilmed
beyond living memory. Over the

looked at events in 1879 as re-
corded in the newspaper at the

" time.

“ This con-"
seluding articlses
“recalls .« fthe }

-Scotland rail-
-road station, a

-New York jour

“nalist’s view o

-northeastern &

.Connecticut, Tom
the opening of Beardsley

an oyster store
on Main Street,
.a murder committed by a
“Willimantic resident and the dis-
“covery of an illegal rum dlstlllery
in Scotland.:

" road depot on the Hartford; Pro-
. received and posted mail, took

and exported ‘Scotland’s agricul-
“tural produce across the wider
* region. However, the rapid growth
- of Willimantic in post-Civil War
“years and an improved highway
“ between Scotland and. Windham
.convinced the railroad authorities

‘the sérvice at Willimantic’s: Umon
»Depot This occurred in August

i»was without a job. The newspaper
,of the most accommodating: offi-

ready to take -any amount of pams
;and trouble to please passengers.”

«farm in the rural town,
A visiting New York Times re-
- porter noted northeastern Con-
- necticut’s rural and agricultural
. nature a few weeks after the
"-Scotland station’s closure, He ex-
' plamed how. Windham County’s
: rustxc -and . pastoral env:ronment

..attracted summer VISItOI'S from

,records of its past issues provide a
;means to explore local history"

last ‘two weeks, this column has '

Built in 1855, the Scotlandrall-'
- vidence and Fishkill railroad

~delivery of manufactured goods .

10 Elosé the dépot.and concentrate.

1879 and meant:that the Scotland
“station agent; Dennis Murphy,-
Jnoted ‘his popularity: “He was-one.

o Jcials on the line, and was always-

fMurphy planned to purchase a-

[ This digitized version of Tom Beardsley’s article is made possible by The Willimantic Public Library. All Tom’s articles and
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, “The Chronicle” for
permission to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. :

across the Northeasf and ob-

served how “Brooklyn boasts of

its. elms’ and- the distinction of
being the county seat. Pomftet of
its aristocracy and society privi-
leges, for here summer boarders
can -dress- and exchange ceretno-

v+ celebra

tage, natural and social, and all

think the beauty of scenery, from
their point of view, siipasses any -

found in New England.”

Oysters were a staple diet for all
New Englanders at the end of the
19th century,-'\\ thanks to.the rich
oyster beds in the Long Island
Sound and the Narragansett Bay.

The. Hartford, Providence and.
Fishkill railroad connected Willi-
mantic-directly with Rhode Island

and the Thread City took advan-
tage of the thousands of acres of
oyster beds in Rhode Island. The
oysters provided an inexpensive,

~nutritious food for Wﬂhmanncs
- mill workers T o

nious- calls as punctlhously as-at

: .Qlﬁ !
- Thk mpson clan'ns every advan-

'H@Wever the 'W

: “oysfer ang

Co.s paymdster,
knew of ‘other pmsons and "

cessfully used oné to kill:his w1fe

“The- lmen company had em-

he had hved m Wlllimanuc for a

“decade. He ‘was from the Lan-
cashire cotton mills  in England
~ and was an expert in cotton spin- -

ning and winding machinery.

Riddle qulckly rose through the.

ranks and was " _promqted ‘to the
post. of .paymaster.- However, he

- embezzled funds and the Willi-

mantic Linen Co. dismissed him..

empoy‘in 0 women. ‘He fell in-
an oyster raﬁge” and promlsed to Loy ' ;
¢ook to order and in any style-ot -
quantity on short notice.. More=.
over,. the hrothers ;mno' ced’ they'-__ :

-.quenﬂy poisoned his wife wit

; pmnmg t‘wme and yam

semc Norwwh authontles

cooked and destroyed harmful

_Ilhcit dlstllle.ry operated by Mor-
ton Lillibridge in- the kitchen of -
- his house. Lillibridge came:. clean .
and- admitted that 'he had “been:
miaking New England rum’ from
molasses. The authorities then

journeyed to- Mansfield and "
Willimantic, _where they -arfested -
John Grant-and A H. Pearl, Lilli-

'brldge s partners-in crime. The -
‘trio could not pay the $1,0

00 bail
and a judge sent them to ];i.ll in .

_Hartford to await’ mal




