' Wlndham Pond‘i'

“In early |
Thornas Snell
Weaver, the Wil-
[imaritic Journ
al’s " editor,
launched
series: of histori-
cal art1clcs in
his weekly new-
Spaper to cele-

éaver explamed that dunng
the late 16805, the settlement of

Place, or Ponde Towne took place

Béardsley

brate. Windham’s bicentent
anniversary. He' scoured town
state records and painted-an mter—
esting picture of the town’s early
ongms In his March editgpns,

21 home lots at Wmdham S Ponde- ,

: and tan 'to the. _'Holluw

20-rod frontage (330 feet) and
were 60 féet wide, equaling
-approximately 6 acres each. They
were specifically known as
“home lots” in distifiction. from
the settlers’ other/holdings, which

i were-compnsed f woodland and

‘George - Dennison

“The first list of frceme _'
at the Pondes was made on May

all Wlndhanis.seltlers and. they
called upon the Rev. Samuel 2!
Whiting to’ _preach there How— -

.'de Natchaug 2
River, so- Ponde Towns scttlers sa
crossed it.in canoes : :
get to a location to
sermons.

The at;haug
was particularly dz
the fa[l and 'sp

selectmen '

: Wmdha_m S

gatmnal meetmgl ﬁouse

At

u

"'st lot on the new hlgh—_ :

 freemen eventually chose a place.  scctions of thc town, even tho gh
to build a bridge and the town

_ meeting minutes of June 12,

dingly, the townsmen' t
could build no permanent congre-'

sidel dnd 30, '1685' e oo Soioan
th:ec on thc wcst These lotsithad'a

Hough Samuel Hyde, John
Royce; Samuel Birchard, Robert
Wadg, Peter Cross, Samuel Lin- -
coln~ and . John  Arnold.
Subsequent freemen lists com-

‘piled up until 1698 included

Robert Fenton, Joseph Hall, Sam-
uel ~Gifford, Benjamin Arm-
strong, Nathaniel Bassett, Joshua
- Allen, JohnAllen; Samuel Stotrs,
Thomas Dunham and Shubael
‘Dimock.

By .the rmd~16903,' --“Po:nde-
Towne” consisted of 40 percent of

the selectmen agreed that the“
minister should preach every_
unday nde :

-ﬁ'om one anu;hcr, and’ that tilcre is
-a _bad rlver between these ‘two.
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