R ST

memorles

Part one of
¢ three - -
_ The picture. qf ;
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‘ture that accom— _'
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“weekly cohmm\
prowd@s visua
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lay within ithe. Beardsley
“public meimo-

' ‘local events that:’

1y’ These historic photographS'-
‘jog Chronicle.réaders’ memories,’
-enabling them' to 1dent1fy places,:
Jocations,, businesses ‘and ‘events
‘within ~ their lwmg memory. -
{Moreover, on occasion’ readers are -
table to pass -on information pro-
wided by a parent or grandpa.rent :
Accordmgly, the: community’s :

public 'memory is ‘only three of

‘four generations. long and lumtecl_"

to about 100 years. .

. Community. events takmg place
more tha.n a century ‘ago thus fall -
e =\pt1bhc mcmory For- ;

iits issues, ¢

"historians.an _researchers are able -
'to .delve ‘beyond the conﬁnes of -

the ‘public memory;

‘A'look at évenits:takirig place: m.-";

the city .during the.-year - 18]
reveals how local society, 1ts
tures and mores. hzwe s_o

‘don alcohol. They were also con- -
cemed about mill closures.
e ln Ma.rch 1879 -locals enthus1-_-_

~for 52° hours, ‘cove -
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In March 1879, locals. enthum-
asticalls purchased-ucketsgta-*mt'-

ness:a150-miile walking race-héld-

in. Main Street’s Franklm Hall

-Theater. The contest was between
Windham’s champion = walker, -

“Champagne George,” and state
walking champion, New Haven’s

AndyCarroll, for a purse.of $100. -

The Chr’omde described .Carroll
as “a small, muscular fellow” and
Champagne George: as “Iong and
lean” =

The race promoters imd out a

track in the theater’s auditorium, -

where 15 laps equaled one mile.
The race commenced at 8 p.

March' 20, 1879, and co

mvited: ladles in’ free on the first
mght and" thcy packed the gallery.

Attendance- was: smaller Frlday:--
5 'hght of the

mght,_._

.tlckets for the' final mght of their‘. '

“greatﬁralhng.totﬁnmnent”' '
The:
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Carfoll, 148 miles, in 84 laps,

whereas George could manage
on!y 147 n'ul&c The - Chmmcfe

.' installed - m}m

dlscussed the reselutmn, "Ihe-i
~ Influence’ of Business: "Men- m'
_TemperanceWor' ey ol

. Soon - after "this _
excesswe fum consumption in‘the -
' borough took place, some devas- |
mtmg NEWS, reached-the borough |

: memory' with the closurc-
of thé American Thread Co. plant
in 1985; but such events: had beén

53 ommonplace in Wllhmanuc h e

-pagne Georgewas in action agam-' 1 e
the. fOllGWm -month.-He - raced '-f'but o practlce -and -improve - '13’.. AP“‘ 1379
' "smgmg Halman “invited - all. ©

e - ; 'loyed225handsm g:
_. _I_smﬁers even thogc_wl:o could mt-:;.__'_'Bu 5ge liact Gttgn mllls, col- E

“hours but:en Fnday_-mght:",: 1127 ye
day.- they ‘fook fréquent - Each'c
orge took the lead and - 20C
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