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A century ago’ the pubhc held
‘individuals -such as: Nason 'in

high regard because they. could
trace their ancestries back to so-
callcd revolutionary: stock.

Accordingly, genealogy be-
‘came somewhat of a boom busi-
ness -as -the wealth : :
heeled scramb
‘place on. the Yankee:elite’ :
by seekingiout ‘revolutlonary rcl—
atwes e
Often overlooked in the short
'bmgraphlas and long obituaries
that celebrated their lives was:
the fact that their ancestors -had’
Sstolen property fiom fleeing
Torles, or that many ‘had sup-
ported “the king of England.
‘Fortunately, for- Nason, his
‘ancestors had ‘been active revo-
lutionaries in-Rhode Island and
‘his obituary vmfers stresscd that
., SO S, Lt

“Nason was born in comfort
able circumstances in Wickford,
R 1., where his father was-a lead-
.ing bu1lder .and. contractor. The
“elder Nason initially directed his
., son towards a career in the
state’s textile industry, but
‘George u1t1mate1y trained as a

‘manufactory.in Providence.

‘toolmaker in a rifle and pistol

Seﬁ_ ¥ 2005

At the end of the Civil War,

‘Nason joined the police force,

-but-noting: (;he__boorn insouthern,

‘New--England’s— posizbsllum’
-woolen industry, Nason used his
father’s connections and capital-
to'establish-a woolen cloth mians-
ufactorym Holden, Mass.

In 1879, Nason’s connections
in the Rhode Island-based
woolen network brought him to-
south: Coventry

The: previous year Horace-
Kimball-of Providence had pur-
chased Coventry’s largest wool-
en manufacturing plant, the Mill:
Brook Woolen and Wash-ington
Mills — ‘which stood near
Bradbury Lane -— and hired
Nason to operate the.concern. .

Nason oversaw. the operatlon
which : manufactured top - class:
satinets and cassimeres for the
.clothing industry. :

Nason’s rolls of fine : wooien
cloth “weré- shipped to Proy-.
idence and made ready for the-
market, It ‘was. rumored that a.
roll-of Nason’s cloth was used in
a’ suit made for President
Rutherford B. Hayes. However,
Nasen s00n reahzcd that bctter

booming in; the eatly 1. :
Wllhmantlc took great  adyan-
‘tage of its transportation and was
terpower facilities. Durmg the
Civil War;, Lebanon’s Hyde:
Kingsley camé t6 the Thread
City ;.and "in partnership. with
Silas Loomer, established a lum-
ber yard adjacent to thc rallread
station. :

- In1872, ngsley left the pa:t-
nership and purchased a tract of
land at the corner of Church and
Valley. Stréets, on which he es-
tablished the business that later
‘became known as Wlllnnantlc
Lumber and Coal. :

Kingsley profited greatly ﬁrom
this venture, and in 1882, he
retired and built a fine Victorian:
mansion at 133 Prospect St.
Kingsley leased the yard to the
Coventry-based Rhode Island
‘woolen manufacturer, “George
Nason, who purchased the entire-
concern when ngs]ey died in,,

W’ e E———

Under Nason’s- owners D; the
Chuxch-VaHey Tumberyard- be-
-came one of the largest in east-
ern Connecticut,

where he
‘Masonic honors. . -

In early 1888, he commienced
constriction. of a mammoth
lumber storage building: that
Taced onto Valley Street. _

Thanks to the c1tys locauon

He -also: manufactured d:essed .
‘and undréssed lumber, shingles, -

clapboards, laths, house finish

and building ‘materials, such as
the ornate decoratmns that are
found ‘on. maty of ‘Willimantic’s

grand mansmn_s in’ the .'cowns hlll

dlstnqt

‘Nason also supphed I"'me ces
‘ment, plaster, firebnck, doors i

sash, blmds and variou

-glass Little surprise then, . that |

‘when he built his fine mansion at
159 North St. in 1894, all his
building materials: wcre of the. ﬁn-
-est quality.. b

: Nason’ becama mtlmately in-

volved in local - politics  and .
became amajor flgure in, the local

() 'was at. his . behest as ﬁrst
selechnan tha; local busin.essmen

.Stréet'and_: 5y his large 'monlmlcm

in -the Wllllmantlc Cemetery;
e was buried w;th full
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