La;-...:.---_son Ives A man
“and his village

When  the
Willimantic
Linen Co. built
its vast Mill:
No. 2 in 1863-.
64, the pro-
gressive cotton
company also

built a worker Tom
village th._at-.'it B@ﬂ?’dSley
named “Iver- . <

ton.” The com-.

munity consisted of two-famﬂy'

houses built along roads named
Ives Street, Pine Street, Beech

Street, Linden Street and on lower -

Main Street directly across from
the new mill. It was common
practice to use bucolic names for

streets in worker villages, but the . eca
company named. this hamlet-and - ¢
its main thordughfare for Lawson -
Ives (1804-67), the company’s

founding partner.
Between 1822 and 1854, Rhode

Island-based: industrialists .and

capitalists had established Willi-

mantic’s first textile companies.

However, the-arrival of the rail- -

road in 184_9 attracted ‘money

Fifty-year-old Lawson Ives was

- an-ideal candidate for the transat-

lantic project. Born in Bristol into

~-one of the.state’s founding fami-

“lies, Ives became one of Conhect-

iout’s leading industrialists. He'

-made " a. fortune masg-producing

brass clocks and then expanded -

into -the. woolen. manufacturing

~business with his brother, There- |
~on. Ives His experience and suc-

: these fields brought him
to- the attention of the Coats Co.,

* which subsequently- prowcled him

and Dunham with the funds to

“establish the Willimantic Linen

Co. Although production took.

place in Willimantic, the new.
--company_s main offices were lo-

‘Hartford and New York

In 1857 shortly aﬁer the Willi-
mantic Linen Co. changed over to
producing cotton thread, the na-
tion was hit:by a crippling finan-
-cial depression. Prices plummet-
éd, but-thé economic collapse did
not. dffect the immensely wealthy
AN( hlS British backers. Ac-

from Hartford and the United cotd

Kingdom. In"1854
British-base

this was merely a distraction:

Ives’ and Dunham’s true ifitent
was to enable Britain’s Coats Cot-
ton Co. to gain a foothold in the

early American cotton thread"
manufacturing industries, now

that British patents were ending.
These Hartford-based partners
proved to be trusty allies in: this
early example of industrial glob-
alization.

, with the aid of - ™
capital, Hartford’s
Lawson Ives.and Atistin Dunham - became knc
-77) established a linen fac- ' Linen:Co:
tory at Willimantic in one of the
old Jillson family mills. However,

Has déveloped this hlStOI’lC rmll
structure. s

" ‘When construction commen-

ced, Ives tequested of the bor-

ough authorities that they rebuild
the old wooden bridge, known as
the Ironiwotks - Bridge, which

“stood adjacent to the new mill, in
‘ordér to improve transportation.

The borough burgesses balked at
the' cost, 'so: the company side-

' stepped local laws and-hired local

mason’ Lyman Jordan tosbuild a
stone bridge, .whlch ‘is- today the
defunct crossing -shortly to be
dcvelope:d into ‘garden’ space to
complerncnt the Wihdham M1lls
State Heritage Par’k

Once the brand—new thread fac-
tory in Willimantic was in:pro-

-duction, Ives turned his attention
‘to the manufacture.of sewing ma-
" chines, a business then in its
-infancy. He invested heavily. .in

the Wheeler & Wilson'Manufac-
turing Co. and became a director.

Cuges? 25, 200

in the company founded by.Brid-

© geport’s Nathan Wheeler. Ives
was.a busy man during this peri-

W1111ma.ntlc Lmen Co., : thc. owmer

of a copper mine. and: ‘of a stock-
inet factory at Newington.. .

The new worker village, whxch '

would ‘be ultimately named. for

‘1866 ended. The~ companys
Insh ‘employees  had -moved in,
with strict gns_truct_lons_ not to keep.

-sheep and  chickens inside their
- newhomes. ‘Local- residents’ be-
~gan to tefer to the rccenﬂy built

commumty as the “new vﬂlage

.However, the: editor .of the Willi-

mantic Journal thought the name

was too “common,” so he launch-

ed a campaign to rename Willi-
mantic’s latest suburb. He wrote: -
“We suggest ‘that ‘Iverton’is an

-appropriate name. It will contain

three fourths of the name of Mr.
Ives, the tredsurer of the compa-

~ny, and ‘one of the largest stock-

] oncem This

pnsmg, n'npo'

: mamifacturmg-. bus

can stand"’

The: paper’s-':' ditor’ stressea that
the new n should be pro-
nounced with e accent on the

first syllable, I-verton, ‘making .

‘the “I” long. After checking, he
found that the ‘name Wwas 1ot ap-
plled to any village or post-office
in the United States. “Iverson” in
Louisiana came the nearest to it.
The Willimantic Co.s directors
and post office agteed with the

Journal-editor, and friends and fa-

milies-sent mail to “1verten, “fiear
Willimantic.”

Unfottunately, {ves had llttle
time to appreciate the Willimantic
village named for him, as he died
in Hartford on July 2, 1867, ledv-

ing Dunham in contrcl of the,

company-and. its new vﬂlage

red completion ‘as Aus:
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