'Wrsllmantlc s ‘Red Hot Mama

The Electro-
Motive Co. was.
founded by,
-Romanian im-{
Jmigrant, Phillip.
 Lauter (1885

«1945) in Nes
..__York City

He transferred.  Tom
the company to :
Mill_imagticy in B_e_’a_’_'df?ley
1939 and began ' ;
manufacturmg radio parts in the

| Who was this - handkerchief
twaving singer so sadly missed?
tMany will recall her, but it is time

{to remind a fiew generation about
Jc)sephme Lauter Greer.

i We have to go-back to the days

when Wlllunantlc was a- forerun

Motive Co. was ___foundgd_ by a
Romaman immigrant, Phillip
Lauter ... in New York City. He

: icame to Willi,man-tic'-in-_ 1939 and
. ibegan manufacturing radio parts
{'in the city’s old cotton and velvet.
Josephine

'mills.  His  wife,

it (Rosenstem) :Lauter, . born in

ectromc arts' fer the defense
i@m:l space industties, but.in 1967
' gg transferred - operations to
’Jamalca
Reprinted here is an article I did
_:on Josephine Lauter Greer, a
well-known local pérsonality who
iwas featured in a 1930 movie.
‘When Josephine Lauter Greer
4dled in-  Degember; 1969,

YChronicle current president and
* iformer publisher Lucy B. Crosbie -

irecalled ‘that “she was happiest
ibefore an audience waving a chif-
‘fon handkerchlef, eyes sparkling.

!We can hear her now singing.

1Some of these days, you're going

1to miss me honey.” And we will.” -

{1891, had fond memories of
E\Rf’llhn‘l&u:ltxc Her father had beén

_' - Ethe rabbi for the city’s fast- ~grOw-

iing Jewish population back in
|1916.

| Josephine Lauter was better
tknown as- Jo_sep]nne Haimon, an
-accomplished singer and comedi-
-enne on the vaudeville circuit. By
11920 she was starring with
iSOph]e Tucker in New York City
icabaret and later became “The
‘Last of the Red Hot Mamas”
runderstudy in Broadway shows.

- Josephine Harmon retired from

mpany relocated_to an old vel-

ner to Silicon Valley The Electro- -

'l:he stage in 193? and settled m-

Lauter’s company had grown
steadily in New York City, thanks
to the growing popularity of the

| new medium, radio. .

- The- outbreak of World War II
and the explosion of the TV
-industry in the late 1940s ensured
that the small company manufac-
turing mica capacitors, grew to be
the world’s largest supplier by the
1950s and the Electro-Motive
Manufacturing - Co. expandecl to
South Carolina and Jamai

.Ira Gershwms, Rlchar

'o'agéi's';:
Irving Berlin, Lorenz. Hart ;and

Oscar Hammerstem Indeed,
Greer’s first job on Broadway,

| as a “plugger” for songs. He
| played the piano and sang new
| songs in music stores, before the
- advent of radio to introduce them
to the public.
Greer wrote some 200 songs.
Many appeared in Broadway
| musicals during the 1920s and
1930s and-in.Hollywood musicals

|f01‘med in- the'
Wlndow”_(I% 4)

62?0’705% &, 2005

like that of George ‘Gershwin, was -

when he was coptracted to MGM -
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