
The Electro~
Motive C.o.was
'f.ounded' ~y~.
'-Romani!in im-'!;
.:migrant, Phillip.
,~auter {1885-
"J-94.5} in New.
;¥.ork City.

He transferred"
,.the company t6

. 'Willimantic in
1939 anQ began

'-qlantifacturin~r radi.o. parts in the
-v~P:ilP.it'-,~~si!iA!et¥et,-;MiH.. .on

<:.~'.1i''rl~~l\l'i\£jE .,?,~,': . ~ff~"~as~'
. '" tl

To.m

Beards
,'ley... . ,. .

;~~~:jbj\QqtP\j.ei} J'92Hh ftXe,
!pany expanded intO:~e ,old
ge Street c.ott.onlni.ll.I>tevi~

~sJY.occupiedb.ythe C.ornSilk
WriP-gCo.
Ptheelid:;bfthewar -Electro-

~ive.~~~~¥~~ .'~~r~ 'thim
00 worke):$ifi'l!.tts,4wo:mllls, and

,Ji~ ~"99~~6erc~n,t~i#Iem
~Z~r~w.omen.., '. ,'..'~J~".. ",~.

~f'!Qe. cQmpany Bedame Wil-

l
'. .' 'antic!s 'll\fgest employer during

:':e '. ;19jO.$,!m~,1960sand pr.o-
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. ~; d:~P~C~..1~4~stties,hu~:~ 1967

~\. tr;lnsfe~<1e'd:.,Qpera~lOQ.s tD
'Jainaica.
t Reprinted here is an article'l did
I,.on J.osephine Lauter Greer, a
;well-knDWn IDeal persDnality WhD
j:was featU(ed in a 1930m.ovie, '
" .,' ',", ,",.-"'" ", .' - . "

i:. ::WJie~;,j~s~~~e.:L~uwr Greer
~dLed ..1n:Dtr~.ei}1ber,; 19.Q9,
rChroniclecurren:t pl:esi&entanc1
tJOl:mel: publishel: Lucy. Rtt.osbie '
j ...'

,:recalledthat, "s{le was happiest
:;Q~f.ol:ean;a.udience waving achif-
J:t?n handkercbje~'eyes sparkling.
I,Wecan hear her nDW'sitlging,
l'S.ome .ofthese days, y.o)l'regoing

::t.o_~SSme hDney.'~d we will." ,

..

WhD wastIlis. handkerchief
waving sihg~r.!>o s~dly mjssed?
Ma6y:WiU~ega.)the~,bu.titis fune
to'l:emfud iltlew 'generatiDn ab.out
JDsepliliieLauterGn~er. '

':, ,.We have tQgo&p"u;:J:(to'thedays

,when. Wjll~tiG' was !l,foIe~-
'ne,l:to Silr~.oii.:YaU~y.1'l1e~leptL:D-.
::Motive Co.' was.'Cotihded1>y a
':R.omaIiian'"ifiimigra~t; "Phillip
:Lauter ..;. in New YorkCity. He
<Cainet.oWiUimantic in 19~9 arid

il.began manuIact\n::ilig'..radiDparts
'in the city's .old;cotton arid velvet.
roiils.' His' wife, . JO'sepliine
(R;'Osen:sti}iD,)':.L.autel:,,bprn.in '

!:1:S9J,:4l~d;,ifop:d: DfeIilbl:iesof
'Willhriabtic. H~r;;fath'er1tad'been:
:the rabbi f.or thecity"s~~H~ww-
itlg Jewishp9pmiiHDn 'b'ack~n
1916: .. , "

J.osephine Lauter was better
.kn.own.'as, JDsephine Hatm.on, an
:~ccom:piished\singer~and cDm,ei()i~
'enne oilthe vaudeville ckcuit.By
'1920, she was starr41g witl),
;S.ophie Thckel: in New YDrk City
.:cabaret and later becanie "T{le
':Last .of the Red Hot Mamas';

runderstu?y in BrDa.dway. shows.

I

~ 1.osephine Harplonretued ftOl11
:the stage in 1'937and settled in.
'Willirtxanticwhen her husband's
""",...,.." ,", o. . ,". _", ,...

cQmp~.jr~l()cated t.o an .old vel-
~~~i~'A1!:tJi:~,~W. ....

Lauter's cDmpanyhad grown
steadily iJlNew Y.ork.clty, th~
tD.thegrowingp.oPUlarit}' .of the
liewniedimn, l:a.dio. . .

The outbreak ..ofWodd War n
and the explosion .of the TV
in4ustry in the late 1940~ ensmed
that the small c.ompanY'IDanufac-

.turiQg tp.j.pacapaCit.ol:s,grew to be
the W.odd'slarge$t supplier by the
1950s and th~ Electl:o-M.otive
MimufactiltiD,g...C.o. ~xpanded.,tQ
S.outh qrqliJw,and::Jama:(ca.~11....." '. '," , ,,;;;.,. "," ..:,'-, .".

,e:t!1&
Oscal: Hamm~rstein:. Indeed,
Gl:eer's fkst job .on awad\Vay,
likethatof~e.orge~G~;rshwin,was.
as a"plugg~r" for s.ongs..He
played the piano and sang new
songs in rnusic.st.ol:eS,before the
adventof radio to intrDducethem
tDthe public, " '

Gr~er Wl:otesome' 200 S"ongs.
Many appea.~ed in Bwa.dway
muSiealSdUring the 1920sand
1930s and.inJI<>UywooQlJllisic.a.ts

when'pe ~a~9QP.tr~y.!e&to MJ'}t\1 .

.'- ..~,', , ,., , .I


