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A city of fine mills and Ioveiy burlal ground;:-r-

-~ In 1888, the thaw that followed'
~ that . year’s . famous - -blizzard. -
washed away: the .mill’s wooden |
~ dam and the. compa '
structed it with grieiss
will get an excellent vie
powerful waterfall as we-walk
' across the old stone bridge ad]a—
¢y cent to'it. The Amencan T" :

Beardsley: |

Willimantic
has some of the
most architec-}
turally beautiful
“cotton mills inf

- the' ~ Unite
States. It alsq
boasts one 0.
Neéw ~
o8t sEis
meteries.

‘The Victorian
Home Assdciation and the Wind- and in’ 1900 the ne
ham Textile and History Museum moved ‘out the machm'
are hosting tours of both locations - o
_this ¢oming weekend, so please Hfacﬂlty, and s.
Jjoin me at 10 a.m. on Saturday or -
Sunday to -tour Windham Mills,
sitt of the former Amencan
‘Thread Co. _

On Sunday at 1-p.m. I will lead
a. tour through the historic seif-suppartm'
Willimantic Cemetery, across, to allew the
from the Super Stop & Shop. ; '
So: ,_‘elll-lgnﬁwn Jindividualg. _
will® actompal?y us” [h?éugh the i e
Thread City’s picturesque grave- %%
yard. ;

As we tour the Windham Mills

=54 Ffoods resu;‘red afrerthe 1 938 humcane as shoWn in this pho-
/ .r:s' togrph of the mills. .

St o
-ply to drive the vast new rm!ls '
site, we will observe the renova- Water wheels and turbines. Tho-
tions at the Willimantic Linen ™Mas Edison visited it in 1877 to

_Co.’s Mill ill No. 1, erected in 1857, 'Superwse expenments ‘in elecmc--

and explore the site where Mill arc hg’_l :;nlgg-,.? the co mpany Pm"

__ No. 4, the world’s largest cotton chased the Dunham Mill located

mill stood until fire: destroyediit in at Recreanon Park alld ‘made P ralse

1995. We will also walk acfoss “inte Mill No. 3. CATCO . . acqui
the park where Mills No. 5:and 6 g 19 otri :

stood until their demolition in
1998 and we shall mvastlgate the
intriguing interior spaces of Mﬂl
No. 2, built'in 1864, - :
Construction of Mill No. ‘1 -
began: on the site of an aiment
alder swamp. in the fall of 1857.-
The 'walls of this distinctive 200-
foot by 68-foot structure- consist:
. of granite-like gneiss stone. quar-
ried from the bed of . the
Willimaritic - River. Wlllmgtoﬁ S
Gardiner Hall supervised the con-
struction: oft what was. - then ‘the’
largest cotton mill in Connecticut.
The Linen Go. added a 50-foot
by 87-foot extension to its west
end in 1879 and:in 1886, the com-
pany extended: the mill’s east end
and re-roofed the entire structure
with 70,000 wood shingles.

 The old Willmantic Cemetery -
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