| This digitized version of Tom Beardsley’s article is made possible by The Willimantic Public Library. All Tom’s articles andI
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, “The Chronicle” for
permission to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Mavch 3 Z00S~

g:m;vet.%ary Although ﬁlll
I history, todsy it provides
* -a picture of life in‘the Chronicle
* circulatjori - region«& generauon

agog Chmmcle ﬂillor the. late Bill
] . l b

glﬁ m its; maders in-
e m_ the

: Ity
" The opemng ‘article’ by staﬁ'
- writer Bill Modoono, today a
| - sports’ columnist’ for' the Pitts-
| butgh: Trlbune'Rm_nem featured
|

“renowned ‘riaturalist, writér and

photogmpher Edwin Way Teale

l envuonmentallstshave corﬁpmd
~Teale: with" world famous

*-Muir, Henry David Thoreau and
-John Burroughs.

* Teale told Modoono that north-
.~eastern Co jcut had a “com-
.*panionable lindscape” and he
described . his hometown of

_-Hampton as “The Gem of the
East” Tealé also noted that he had

. birds, along with foxes, raccoons,
.- possums, bea\rets .and skunks on
. his.130 acres of farmland: . -
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Stannard, the Chmmc!e ¥ editorial
page editor, chipped in-with a his-

" torical ‘piece’ about Columbia’s

Augustus Ha.zard, who became
America’s premier gunpowder
manufacturer during the 19th cen-
tury.. The community of
Hazardville, near Enfield, where

Hazard lived and ‘manufactured -

his product; is named for this
Columbia native. In writing of

runnmg Hampton’s only repair
gardge, James Insalaco, the man-

aget of Windham "Airport and.

Carol and Dr. Irnogene T;trcauanu

-of Lebanon. The formier was a
retired Romanian diploma * and:

the latter a local pediafrician and

‘the head Lebanon’s. Historical

Society. Bob .Brown wrote an
article about. the town’s wealthy
benefactor, - 63-year—02d Hugh
Trumbull Adams, whé: had pro-
vided the funds to help preserve
Jonathan Trumbull Jr’s historic

: The supplement’s focus mwed

‘town’s famous-son, Nath;m Hale ~dover’s

" “Treasures” feamred \rtgneftes' ‘dym
~of local' people, such as “the
‘Wiridhaiii Center librarian Amy
© Anderson, the thrée gerierations
.of the Rodriquez family who were

north to'thé town of Willington
and that community’s rich indus-
trial history, as represented by the
town’s Hall cotton mills:

‘Lucy Bartlett Crosbie, the
Chronicle’s publishet who con-
ceived the idea of publishing
“Treasures,” then focused on
Williami,  Asa and Seth Jillson,

‘who developed the cotton indus-
try. at-Willimantic. in the 1820s.

Mirs. Crosbie brought attention to
the Jillson House; built in 1825 by
William Jillson and' explained

~ how the late Dr. Brae Rafferty, the

Windham His-torical Society’s:
president, placed the building on’

ing;
Stannard explamed how in1864

the expanding’ Willimantic' Linen -
Co. ensured that it would have °

sufficient waterpower to drive its
spinning machines in its new mill.

Although the Willimantic River
dropped 90 feet between Bridge
Street and Sodom, providing an

excellent source of waterpower, .

there’ were problems. during “dry
spells and the flow decreased.

‘Subsequently, the Thread: Cltys :

largest company flooded an area
of Columbia to. create Columbia

Lake, and built a dam to providea-

back-up ‘soutce of Wwater wlhien
needed. Unfortunately, by the
1870s, the puwer prwed to be

became eligible for federal fund-

|

mills in 1880 as:a.n. altemahve :
back-up : source of pmr
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Windham Cenrer - librarian
Amy Ariderson is one . of, Ihe
‘many ‘Treasums featu

‘the Chronicle’s 1977 sapp[e—
ment .
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