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The hot suminer ‘of
1880 witnessed miuch’
activity in the expand- |
ing Willimantic bor-
‘ough. Residents ob-
served the building of
the - grand = Loome
Opera. House on the

corner of North and Tom
Main, the Willimantic
Linen Co. was build- B 8(17’ dS ley

ing its gigantic Mill :
No. 4 and carpenters and bmlders were.

applying the final additions to mill'agent

E.S. Boss® new res:dence on Wmth'
Road.

Work was: also m progress
housing at the Oa y
Moreover, ﬂ:__le _

were. wom A ‘and- they could get away
from the dusty streets and building wotk -
‘by - purchasing - a combingd: rail and
steamboat ticket' for- $2 “This "a;d for

cruise to New York, Long Island and
Rockaway Beach aboard the- Steamship
‘Grand Republic. They could also travel
down to New: London and- sail to New
- Haven along: the. Long Island Sound to
' witness the upeoming Yale-Ha.ward boat
race for $1:25. Local “millg 1:Is”-were
also - ‘busy . buym uekets for
. excursion to. Block Island that in
: p:cnrc aelmnbake and a“substan aI d.m-
‘ner.” ;

Other than the ot summier, Wllhman
_tic’s: female workers had to contend- with.
the prying questlons of the federal census
takers. After the inquisitions were over,
- the Chronicle -proudly announced that the
pepulatlon of ‘Windham ‘County  had
grown by 5 295 since 1870, a:65 percent
: mctease that “was due “entirely to
Wi ot exceeded by any
 town in New England = A

: The census: figures prevnde an mtngu-
" ing social- history of Willimantic women
125 years ago. For example, a focus on
- two'streets close to the Willimantic Linen
Co. mills, Temple Street and Jackson
Street, reveals stark social ¢ontrasts
between these two areas. Temple Street,
which connected Main Street and Valley
Street east of the W]lhmantlc Baptist

tered 100 people,

born, 6 percent
i were
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prowde history

~"Church, eonsmt-
ed of 27 dwelling
houses that shel-

1ncludmg 63
females, ~Eighty-
eight percent
were Connectwut

~ British
born 2 percent

.Tackson Street
COn51sted of 104

Cork in miniature.” The Irish accounted

4 for 423 (80.5 percent) of the occupants.
- Fifty occupants. (9.6 .percent) were

American; 41 were Canadians, Anglo

.. and French (7.8 percent); eight were

German (1.5 percent); and three were

‘British-born (0.6 .percent). Thesé census
figures reveal that the Yankee women of

Temple Street lived in better circam:

stances ‘than Jackson Street’s lnsh wo- :

men.. :
Temple St:reet’s
female popula-

-tion consisted of
- “female
heads of ‘house-

four

‘hold . —. T.onora
Allen, 4 54-year-

old widow; Mrs. -

Herrick, a 66-
; yea.r—old widow;

Webster,
44 and Hannah
Baker, 42. All
four women re-

lied u"pori lodg-
ing as an iricome, .

and Webster and
Baker actually

— _ran
houses on Temple Street

. Allen had four working eluldren, th:ee 24
sons -and a-daughter. "The: eldest ‘son,
' boarders as she employed 26-yea
- single” hvc-m dotﬁestlc named Car R
‘'son worked in the Holland silk mill and - vt _ ; ST

Albert, worked as a teamster. The Imddle
son was a cutlery polisher, the youngest

the daughter was a d:essmaker :
. Hernck was expenencmg ‘harder- tunes

She was looking after her 27-year—old
unemployed daughiter, Ella, who: was .

S : 3 A k
This street’ s ethmmty reveals. why
- this part of town Was known as “County

~except for 29
.-son’and her 21-y
: th were Anglo—Canadlan

boarding.

‘divorcee who worked in the Holland silk *
’rmll So Hemck took i ina boa:der Calvin
Parish, a 25-year—old teamster, to make
‘ends meet.

+‘Webster lived with her son, Charles, an

1

[ed0] 40

r
L.

L

" rick’s other daugliter, Eliza, 46, was a

lB-year—old printer. She boarded sever "

“millgirls,” all Connecticut Yankees,™
9-year-old Rebecca Dickin-
year-old sister Matilda,

Bake:r, Webste S netghbor, was a

ter her son Géorge

'Beckwnh 50. Baker’s lodgers were 22< .
year-old Edward Owen, a.draftsman at
the Willimantic Linen Co.; a 19-year-old

" seamstress, Déra 'Ihcker, a 31-year-eld

dlvorced dressmaker, Rose Storrs; a 26-

Buck.

bedndden with a paralymd arm Her. e i

:' ﬁyear—old dworced cotton mﬂl worker, _'

16, and her insane sister-in-law, Emma '



