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e:nt'repre'ns,u".r"ial act"jv'itle's
'_0_-____"___

" Part,one of two
Although born in Lebanon,Eli-

sha Holmes Sr/s. (1799-1886)
entrepreneurial abilities, aIlied
with his futur.e wife's Inhe.ri-
tances, nelped to, build up the
indus.trialvillag,~ofSouth Wind-
ham. His son; Elisba Jr., followed
his' father's example and played.an
importa~t role not.onl;9 i~ the viI-
l!ige's economic j1ndso~il11cleve!-
opmeritbut also' in Witldfuun.'s
wider civic and WliticaHife:

Junior became a member' of
Willi~antic's school boaI'd, ,a
Windham town aSSessor;a select.;;
,m!Ui,aboard of reJier member
ana:a.pu~licnotary..A19.01biog-
l'iiphy Of' ftofines Jr. de~lareA
'~l11!cb;~f)~e::c~mib.ercpt~ptos~
PeQty of J)oth So~tQ:_Win~
and Willimantic
is directlydueto

the influence'l.and example of . .
this succes~ful,
man." ,

Eli~haHolmes'
Sr.. arrived in
Soutb :Windham' "T'eHn
in 18'18to serve. .
an appx:entice- l!eardsley
ship -under the . . '

~tel~~e of cabi;netfu~er AmQs
Den-isQIi Allen' ,(1714-1855);
A1len.'s' son, .i;dWin Allen, later
estabJ;ish~d -the wOQg~tYi>emanu-
factiJring shop, that gave Sciuth
Windham's Jype Road its name.

.H~I.mes Sr. 'married:A.mos
4-h~n~cJa~~ijter, .Lydl!1 {186i.

.7Q),"' in 1822' -an~:.thecouptehad

I

rileSSr:and Taintorto expand the ;
aca4eDl~ , ";

TIiey connnissioned EdW,fu.
Fitch, a weJl~knowxiarchitect;
ttODl nearby Mansfield, to buill;! a ;
new schoolbuilding'at the fQ()tof:

.the hill below the origWal school;:
located adjacent to a SUirillgr\>ve!-
of pine tre~s. A()c~r~ingly.~
Holmes, Tlimtor ahn Fit<;fJ.'l'~-!
named the Jlew school the:"1tttie-~
'r<~', '
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"...nove eD11i1iiIy. .

Con#nued next week

This digitized version of Tom Beardsley's article is made possible by The Willimantic Public. Library. All Tom's articles and
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, "The Chronicle" for
pennission to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


