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* The marriage

of young cabi-

netmaker,

Elisha Holmes,

to his boss”

daughter  in}

1822  estab-"

lished a small TO??’I
local dynasty in Beqrdsley

South  Wind-.
ham, with more than two genera-
tions of established industries -ih
the village, the building of two

fine Victoriah mansions and the -

establishment of the Pine Grove
Seminary, an elite scliool for
boys.

An 1857 advcrtlsement for Ja-
bez Fitch’s Pine -Grove Semmary
pointed out its easy access by the
recently  constructed  New
London, Willimantic and Palmer,
or Hartford, Providence and
Fishkill Railroads.

Twenty boys paid:$50 a term for
‘tuition and. board .but laundry,
lights and fuel were extra. Also
for extra fees, the seminary, “situ-
ated in the pleasant village of
South Windham,” provided tuter-
ing in Latin, French, Enghsh and
music.

Fitch’s.academy became known
across the Northeast for its high
standards and pleasant. locition
but in 1867, after a.controversial
incident in whi¢h he-almost beat a
student to -death, Fitc '

Fitch died in Norwalk in. 1885 " lage

and his family returned his body

to Windham for interment in‘the  Ti

Old Willimantic Cenietery.

The Smith and Winchester Co.
subsequently purchased the semn-.
inaty building, and reopened it as
outh Windham House Hotel:
¢ “Ihis local institution prospered

fi ] tnany years, thanks :

imity to- the. railroads, and as a-

. lished a profitgble manufactory in

then ground into powder fo man- ]

~mill.

‘where men met and"talked end--
 lessly among the odors of vmega:r,

Nw, 10, zoos

watering hole for the local factory.
workers. Locals named the path
linking the hotel to the Smith and
Winchester plant “Whiskey Al-
ley

The South W,mdham Hotel
closed shortly after World War I
and today it houses the Pme Hﬂl :
Apartments. b ;

Other than +his mvolvement in
beaunfymg the village and pro-
viding-a top-class - educational
institute there, Holmes éstab-

Hill -
; - ] pfantedp m
‘Holmes fam;fy

South Windham. In 1850, shortly -
destroyed -this typlcally Yankec

after - the New  London,
Willimantic. and Palmer Rail-
road’s arrival-at “Spaffordville,”
Holmes purchased dredging boats
to obtain rock gypsum from the
sea-and the Great Lakes, which he .-

ufacture plaster of Paris. ey

Holmes passed much of the RS
wealth generated' by land sales- Wil
and = the profitable South
Windham plaster mill- downtohis
son, Elisha Harlow Holmes Jr. .

Holmes Jr. was educated at the
Highland® Private. School in
Worcester, Mass. Upon gradua- oul
tion, he entered his father’s _

'umnshemotemthe X _
e Times Herald 'I’rlbune as -Mrs
Osbern » ; i '
Holmes

dau ghtar

-~ mark - houSe i 1916 She ‘had
AN mamed ‘George F Stﬂes (1873- !
In 1862, Holrmies: Sr.” ' :
store adjacent to-the railroad at -
the -crossroads .of what is today
Routes 32 and 203. Holmes
sold it to George I—Iarlow‘
0. . 2

w;th a large pot beIlled stove,” -

mola*ssgs, plekles and’ i
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