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A$malJdynaSt~tifr~South~wlmJha'ij}~.
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1'4rttWoof. . imity 'to.tlj~raiU'oads;il'h.d.~a~""" ,:" . .
.two watennghdle fOtthelocal faCtory

The marriage work~rs,Locals named the path
of young cabi- linkingthe hotel to.t4e SQ1.itban.d
net m a k e r , Winchest~r plant "Whiskey AI-
Elisha Holmes, ley." .
to his boss'~ The South Windham Hotel
daughter in' closed shQrtlyafter W6tl<;lWar II
1,822 .' estab~ 71, and' today'it houses the?iMHiII,
hshed a small ,LOrn ApartttieIits..,' . . ' i:

localdynas~'in Bear'dsl~ '. Qth~r,thal)'l1is'~~'Volvetnentin
South Wrnd~ .' ." .pe,aQt1~~gthevill,age ~dpro"
~atn, with mor~ than.two ~~net~,;,\ yi~~g ,a t6p~cla~~ Muoati(:)nal,..", ;',t,?-~~,:;).~~".' : :,,[,.~ , ;"}':' ,7>".', , " : ,"'":7."; . ,','0< :., .>'.; '..

~~nsvii~;~~~~h~~l~:s~;~~ :i~~~~~ep~~if~l~~1:~ct~;~t.:~~v!<~~jh~~rp.#~~ffCt:h~CgP./;/'~~gt~~J$b~h:'i!f!f~r~'
fine Victorian $ansionsand the South.Windham<Iil1850, shoftly Ho'rne~fdl!1i1Y. ..' ..' ,. '. '. . '. ..,. ,...' .., ~ .
establishment of the Pine Grove after' the Ne.w. London; destroyedUlis typically Yankee five years. .later,..liis~atb;~J;JWiIt
Seminary,an elite school for Willimantic.and Palmer :Rail~ .countff~tPJ;"f.:' ." ..., .' 'bi.m.tll~tm~Jtiip~t~'J,!1~,i~iif .'.

b~ .1857a?vertisemenrfo.rJa- ~~~e~~;~~4~~t~~~={~Ii:i~~,~~~1~~:~;~;~:t;;.:.f~~~~~¥.~~~J.61~t:
be~ Fltch'siPmeGroveSenunary to obtam.rocl.c,gypsumftotn.the A$~~~mt~iI.:~7~'al:)~~P9-1!tiJ1~~?':',J':4~'.:fJJ>jffies:;~,~~qpt;cbirQt~.

p~~te~out its easy accesshytl1e seaantJ.the,Grea.fLak~s,whichh~..to.9P~~~~~-P~~i~t!~~~~~S~;:'f~~~!.~';.:~!q'§?~;.'1:~~lJi.:.Alic~..
. req:ntly
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Lo.ndon, WllbmantIc ;and Paliner,ufactin:~l?laster;9f Pan.s,., .'. '.,. '. .It ~~~;,~:~~~~~;~;qnc.~l\trafe5)11\}i~;~.~19J~~~;J~g8?.,1?!6).~ptt
or Ftattford, Providence and Helmes'passe~'~uch>:ef~e ';a;~e~<c\'.~p,~~:.:lIiexp~1iding'¥if~)!#J1't~~,~IOten~~;"onpe§
FishkillRailroads.. .. . . ., . w.ealth..generated byland..sal~s;Wil!h'}1~tj.y;~';< .' : ", . . .Fitc1i\'OSbMn99~O~~$,)~'1~e~ame:

iWentyboyspai(U50at~mr {ot ;andthe profitJi61e SQritb . 'He 'h@J>~~n'. ~.'/AA:~~lQr";and'kn0wnnatio~yfora'~dg;e CP~~.
. ttriti9n and, . hoar.Q .but laun~ry, WitldhQffi plaster mill;d6wlrto~1Us '. .treasur~r' 6f ~iU~~!i;t.~.:cpi1tio-,1,imn':sheWJ:pt~: 'in:}b,e*e:~;Yor~ .

lights and fuel Wereextra. Aiso son; EUshaHarlowI:IolmesJr. v~rslal Dime S~V~g(;S'ii:t1k1;.:He:.:rimes:Heratd Tri61We,.a~:I~;
for extra fees, the seminary, "situ- Hounes Jr.waseducate,d at the was:involvegJn1he:~~~;~losUte Osborn;" : .:";,-;
ated in the pleasant village.. of Highland" Priv.ate .$ch!:iol i~.in' .1895~~q~~ .a.:f6tlO\Y~~ectot '. Holnl~s' ...:d~uglit-er~.': .9i'a~~ ,,1
South Windham," providedtujor~ Worcester,M~::;,;Up,o'" '.gt:a.d~- '~$p~~ed.t11!?us~dS'oNollat's-to)i1herited'~pUth'W~9bi\n1"sJaii4~\

:~~~::~~::.:;'~::;~=:;~fr=.~;i~i~AfF~~5'a
.
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standards andpleasantlocatton the,crqssroads.of:whatlstoday' A1ong~~W~tlcq)@ijie~";~'~~lsc:m.af:-sliC';\,jfud;her,:'b\1Sb3lid"

?ut,in 1~67;.~~er a;g%ntrov~rsial 'Routrs 3t, a.n4.~.P3.;':H6~ri1;~~i3,,:~~Ii~~~fge';$tlI~s;"~d.Gliar1tSst~'!~~¥#~~;)~tot~~.':~~~~:~~c~:.
mCIdent JIl wJllch he;a1IU9,SJJ~~~asold,-'It t.o ,Ge()~ge .aatloW:~~t~.;,;f.' ." '~>}1e. " es~':I?Iished.t~eSti1e~;:~tli::tJ:fe'~lbs\1fe;~fQ~~: ;.c

::~~~yt~::~~J~~il.'~ ,'~~:~i~9~~Sl9,:.;:..::~;'4ij,i~~\$~~::~~".a~~~;~~1:~~:,..'.',~:4s~i;:~~sB~::~~".'
Fitch died in NotWaUC:U1..,;tA&S"'l~(!;:lil1fcJni~~aIt._~fii"t\fP-t,tli< Stte'e,~; , .~,.~d:;t.iter:':arlat\ijlla '~'iht6::a I~asanfsUQ~'.

~~¥~ri::'~~Si1waW.~~lt~
~uRs~qu~n~ypurc~!iSedthe.~trt.; ..'Wlth'a~lar~e .p6~~D'eHied..stoye,~~':~o:..1U"S?U~':'~~~~]!.~~a~jt?~1~~¥o~oVes'1piu1n:l~nt .;'

U1~:'bUlldi~g~andre?pe9~~!n:as.;whe!~,.menmet .a1}d,.taijcedenp-'.. :i~~~~~~'~~b.~::~~~~l~~~\~_Ji}t1fii'd:In. ~n . Ihd}fsmll! ;.'

, th,\f~~puthW1UdhamH\)qseE,oteL' 1~$Sl¥amongth~ odbl'sof$~gar,' '~fq~,1Wpsh,fugsilv~ran~~~:" ;".:}6Uif~:{iliat.onC~ri1anUfacttir'cd'

t'"~~~'i~~r~~~tgl~~t~*~"~h:~~'~~J~~~~~~~~;~~".'.;i~~:'S~ffJ~~J:'(~~'.:.'.;~~~iJ~h'.:~i~~~11',:

11nsdigitized version of Tom Beardsley's article is made possible by The Willimantic Public Library. All Tom's articles and
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, "The Chronicle" for

.ssion to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


