(Part two. of
three)

The = mdyor’s

1931  Willim- |

antic City Re-

port provides af

peer at. the
Thread: City ~at
~ the onset of the
Great Dep res-

‘the unemployed. This week, we

will look at the city’s streets-and

the problems encountered by ‘the
pohce force.

“In his report to Mayor Wal%er
King, Edwin Sumner, the streét

superintendent, noted that despite .-
the long-hard winter and cuts in
~ his budget, the streets were in-
‘excellent condition. Sumner had'

battled a long, winter of storms
which.meant that sidewalks Were

sanded daily and the constant use’

of chains on automobile and wa-

gon wheels created havoc with the
street surfaces, so grooves and

- holes had to be refilled..

Sumner- was.aware of the poor.
state of the city’s outlying streets, -
such as Mountain, Ash, Man-
sfield, South, Card and upper

High street. Accordingly, he had

spent more of his budget on.

. patching and oiling these streets.
During the year,
clEpari:ment had rebuilt Wilson,
Windham, Quarry,
. Adelbert streets. He ‘cut a foot
from Wilson, Street’s: surface to

Béqrd;ley-' .

watcr supply ‘and’ a lxbrarlans :
observations .on the free time of -

Surnner’s

Ash and -
" ner’s,

October 13, 2005

brmg it levcl fo"Main Straet- nﬂ- e
laid sidewalks and gutters on ‘the

other streets. In each case, the
departnient resurfaced each thor-

. oughfare with native stone;" pul-
verized by the city’s stone-ciushier. -

He also laid this crushed'stone

~ on North Street between Bolivia '. g
and Ash; as’ may 1 motor véhlcles- ]

were now ~using. thls routé as. a

Sumner pralsed hxs depan_
ment’s ‘work at Whittemore Park.
(now Alex Caisse- Park). He had.
removed all thc brush ﬁ'om the;

'hoﬁse to. whlch were apphedSev— :
eral “coats of paint: - However,.

Sumner- saved his' greatest praise

for the new “tarvia lithic”.road his -
deparh‘nent had laid from'the new
concrete bridge on Route- 6 to.
'Ca.rclmal Square '

Tarvia lithic Was crushed stone
bound. by tar and Sumner h0ped
to lay it on more city roads in-the
forthcoming year.

He ended his report with' an
“inventory which includeda ‘12~
ton gasoline street roller, ‘two
Mack -trucks, one a 5-ton 1929

model, the other a 3-ton 1927

model. He could-also-call upon a.

2 ton 1920 Cletrac:tractor,a 1928’

'Caterplllar tractor; -two - concrete

mixers ‘and four snow plows: for
trucks.

While ot as detalled as- Sum--
Police ~ Chief - Thomas i
Grady’s report. provides. an inter- .~ - -

g
three generatlons ago The -city
'had appointed Grady as a patro]-

man baclgm 1900, now hewas the

head of a force -consisting of
Capt Frank McClean, Lt. Edward

~and.T! pat:olmen His men

His- report- recorded 47 -motor

'vehicle-related arrests, 25 for
‘theft and .13 for non-support of

w ves and children: His patn;o]men;
arrésted six people for “fornica~
tion,” two “mcomglblc children”

‘and a 'woman who.was in ‘mam

fest danger of fallmg into vice.”

‘They also arrested someone for

accepting a- bribe, an md1v1dual
fot defrauding a-gas-bill and:a

person for poaching game..Of all

the arrests, 166 were lockéd-up in

the city jail, ‘but .129 aveided -

imprisonment by “immediately
paying fines. Grady committed
three women to the. state farm,

‘two women to the Home of the
‘Good Shepherd, two ‘men to-the - -

inebriate farm and he sent three.

‘boys to a state reformatory.
Grady noted that he had lodged

1,060 “tramps” in the jail, before

sending them on their way. His
-officers had found: 103 6pen
-doors and secured ‘them and had
recovered more than $4,000 in

stolen -goods, returned mnine lost
children' to their parents. and
returned five lost bicycles-to their
owners. In -closing his report,
Grady thanked the mayor, judges,

' the boatd of aldermen and prose-

‘cuting-attorneys for their: coopem

: ‘taon_-; e

Conc!uded ne.xt mek

¢ altviost 500 arrests dur- ..
: ] e'_'majonty being -
~ for drunke ness-and vagrancy.
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