
, QUl'ihg~e late l'8th and 19th
,;~,en~~$ijt1t.s~ifts Wel'eene .of

l ~iQ~~if91'~,~)~em.i~ent fatni-.Jies: Wini. S.ft, the fa111i1y's
;;Pregcrti1Qr,am .ed in Ma$sa~h-
,)Jsetts in 1980. 1$is great:-grand-
,s.on,' R.owla,ndwift, (1721.9S)
.M't '¥m-eh1$1, Nt' s., fer Lebanen

m 17~Q,'.l\Y~..of.owland's nine
:~d.t($,Wi11il!im Swift (1744.
;;jl83~}and ~p ania:h Swift
';,~71$9..fg4~j;. settled . .Win.dhnm
.Center; .

" ;;.The youQger brether, Zepha-
.,)11ah, .gI;aduat~d fr.oin Yale
.,.yniversity i11 1778 anl:l after-
-,i}Vm:dsstu'died-law. Oil admittance

t.othebar,iephaniah. Swiftestab-
<li~1tedatawpr~ctice in Windham

,i/;hd:thenembarked.upen~p.oliti-
~al .career. Wi11dham'sfreemen

t.1W~ntSwin ,to the 'state House .of
.'~epreseI1tativesin 1787 and he
. r~erved f.or six c.onsecutive terms.
,~N ot;tJleasteroCor.necticut's veters
'S:ubsequently sent him te

_. :C.ongress. Upen leaving
~a$biIlgt(')n, E)-;c' in 1797, Swift
-~enl'es\lIIXed .the practice .of law
;;
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~s. ~ephaniab S\}Vi~ be~aU1e a
'dg'eof.ij1e ~fi)11D.ectic.utSup-

e CQpftdn t\8Q.1and it&.obief
ticein 1'$015.J:ud~e_Swift.wr()te

~~.ef-ir~t l~gat ~eatise eV.erpub-
'~$hedtn.;A1neI;1ea.'!A Sys~mof
~~heLavt .of tbe. State .of

,~/~()~e9ti~.~" ,~',l,7~~)ipcludes
:ft1s9b$~liYatiq~en gevern-

ent, ,tbe~tate.c.onstitUtion and
e diifere:nces ~etween English
d Amerieancem.mon law. In
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ed_ the first
~~emCatltreat1se en the law .of

~;j~videijc,e),tot1pwed/in1'820by "A
; ;I)igest,JoftbeLaws'eHheState .of
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Cennecticut." (Continued from Page 5)

Swift's "Digest" Mass. In 1872, Gardiner Hall, a
and his j"U.digi.a1...' Willingten thread manufacturer- - )

.opinions are still purchased Swift's .oldmill and P\1t
widely cited t.o_his grandson, Edward Harrisen
day. . '~._, Han, in charge: The Hall thread
In 18l'4,Swift'" .mill .operatedin Nerth Windham

l'e pres eM ed> until it burned Christmas 1913.
CennectiCut at l'Qin After leasing his Nerth Wind,-
the Hartford. . ..' . .' ham cetton mill to the Merrick

cQnVeIftien Be4rdsley Ce., Justin Swift purchased a
when the Ne~ -.::'. '.' store in Windham Center, and
England states were .threatening up~n retirement, his son William
to secede fr.omthe Uni<)Q.overthe SWIft (1832-1905), teek over its
War of 18-12.He then resumedJris operatien. William Swift was edu-
legal cateer;butin 18-20he briefly cated at the Bacen Aca,demY and
returned te. ,the C.onnecticut the Wesleyan Ac(\:demy in
Heuse .of .'R~presentatives. In Wi~bra~~m, Mass.. Ft0m 1869
1"822,Swi:ftwentte,live :withhis u.ntll fIlmg fer ba~ptcy in
daughter at Warren in Trumbull 1873, he .operated a si~millin
CoUnty, Ohie, where he died in North Win?ham. WiUiam then
1823. .operated hIS father's old stere

11.1.1824,Ju.dge Swift's. nePbew until, h~s .ownde~t~ in 1,905.
Justm Swift (1793-1884~ teek' WIlham SWifts sOn, also
advantageQfthe rise efrnanufac-
turing in Windham Center's

'

hb ' \
nelg ..ermg cemmunity, the fac-
t.ory village .of Willimantic Falls
and began spinning cetton thread
there in a small mill located en
the east side of Bridge Street. In

i830, Swift. ptU'cbased Geerge
Spaft."orc!,spa~er mill in North

, WinPhanI.an.d,cenyertedit inte a
c0u.en mill. The follewingyear
SWI~became .oneof the incerpe-
ratQrsof the 'Windham Bank
whetehe' served as president f.o;'
ma~y yeai'&.
. Justiil Swift.operated his N.orth
Windham cetton mill fer the next
29 years. It b1.Jrn.eddown in 1860,
but he rebuilt it and in 1862
-leased it te the Merrick
.ManufactUl'ihgCe. .of Helyeke,

go
an
co
me
ed
naval .
the g(M:J$;1
heldUIltill,

app.ointed $, .'
the Beston Nil'

premot~d~mti>,~~jlfir ,.,~

was in B6i3ton t11~t'Y~~f¥tA~.
Swift cempiled"t~-iii~~{'Rep()i
a plan for th~re{)).'g~~pn otifi;:
S. NavyyardS.S~iite~~ds1i'Q'jjt..~.

.
ly afterwards 4Mdled . 'jn., ;
Newpert, R..I., in 1919;. . . "I';,

Prow l~g~ltt~tj,!j:$~$,te .cott~ji-;'v'
andsf1l< .~,,,'i.;.~, . ." _.. - '.
ments;, :'

ma<!e,~'~p~~f
hist6~, .bu.t. itlso'

American .hist!)ty.
leng gonefromA'&T'i'
tetally f.orgotten.


