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2 By 1880 more than 1,500 of
Wmdhams ‘population of 8,000
eeonswted of men and women born.

rm Quebeo In May-of that year, 15

'Freneh Canadian-  millworkers,
’merchants and tradesman formed

'd Jean Baptiste Society based ona

?Oluntary association formed in
Quebec during the early 19th cen-
*tury The society ‘held -its first
3meetings in the basement of St
Jro.s e p k-

Church. Flve
years, 1ater,.=
Willimantic’s

zation, - the
Congres  Na-
tionaux des
Canadiens-Am-
Connecticut,
known today as.the Union des
Franco Amencams du Connectl-
cut.’

The aSSOCIatIODS were dedlcated'

to the: conservation of the French-

Canadian language, rehgmn and
traditions; - but ‘they. .also ‘had a
more . practical basis, providing
sick-and death ‘benefits for meii-

bers in the days. before Social

Secunty Moreover, the Wlllman~
tic. Jean Baptiste Somety ‘was

devoted to. encouraging and aid- -

ing its miembers to become

American citizéns to. offset con-

temporary crlthlSD‘lS of French
Canadians. -

New . Englanders commonly'
referred to the, Quebecois as the i
“Chinese of the East” because of

their' nomadic-existence, roammg

from rmtltoWn to mill vﬂlage _

working long hours and for the
lowest possﬂale ‘wages, However,
this was - not. the ‘case at Wil-

e majority of French
Canadlans who eame: te _the

lnSeptember 1896 th
Baptiste - Society- of Wil
welcomed -the ‘delegates "
Eleventh St_ate Convention of:
Congtes _Nationaux = - des

Canadiens-Americains ~ du-

wh el
ICh is.. bette" -~ vided a high level of civic training’

for their members; ‘which: pte-.
‘pared them for entry into. state,’
and ¢ity political positions:

¢ sarym 1955.

*-camiecﬁcﬁ to ‘the Thread

Willimantic’s-expanding Q%‘be’éé’-‘ '

ois populauon lec
tion:of'a:thifds
Woonsocket, R.]
St-Jean Baptlste @ Amerique,
Council- No. - :
which operated in the city-until

1969. A fourth society . for
~ women, which was part of the:
‘Baptiste:

- d’Amerique, was formed in. 1904,
~ The Council No. 113; Saint-Ce--
cile operated until 1994, In recog-.
. nition of the Florimond Council’s:
the Saint-Jean-
Baptiste' d’Amerique  held its’
Third General Convention in the_

Union® . St-Jean.

organization,

Thread City.

| French-Canadian societiespro-

~ Beyond their 1mportant roles in

- the process of Ameticanization’

~-and in providing sick and health. -
- benefits, Willimantic’s vaflous“

74, Florimond, |

ety d plays
held in thehallaod in the- Frankhq
Theater on Main Street, .
Also, all songs ‘were sung m
French such as “Frere - Jacques,
Les Irondale,” and “Allouette”
Furthermore, fo ensure the lan-

guage was’ spoken by the younger

-generanon, the society made a

-_-teachmg of readmg and wntmg in

;- French.

 Har
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Joseph Lefébvre (192 38) and
Cyril - Lamoureux :
Moreover, Alexis Cmsse, who'
‘was president of the society for 20

years, became the first' French'

'Canadlan ele::ted as clty alder-

In 1924 local grocery (
Hormisdas Dion, who -operated

out of a large store on Ash Street! S

became Wl]]lmaﬂtl{: S ﬁrs’é
Freneh Canadnan mayor_ and he

Laramee who -
~City’s  fayor

" Furthermore, Flonmond' Berger-:. '

1950 to 1962, was also preszdenl; '
. of the: Soc1ete St .Tean Bapuste,

 Gamiache, and research ‘undertak-
en by AlbertJ Ma.roeau :

- At the outset of the 20th ce centud
ry, the Samt ?Iem1~Bapt1ste So_c_-e

moym panqryoxd uononpordar 1ayln ‘2[PNIE SIY) sonpoidai o) uorsstumad

. generous annual donation to the
. parochial school to. support " the

~ The'fire at St. Mary’s Sehool in
953 infor yedithe

owevery: this: brief

_hlstory' f the - society is based

upon a history. ef Wﬂlunantws
French-Canadian societies com-
piled in 1937 by Morris Krug and
William Flynn for the WPA’

deral- i

v S '\ .\ﬁp ‘. t ; :
1830-4930; supplied: by Franools

ecords; tS‘umforms and

* The city’s first French-Canadian ma,for
ond from right, in front of his Ash Street grocery store in 1906.
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