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‘Connecticut Home prowded a

‘newspaper. ..
Lincoln - had—  unique perspective of everyday
Ln:u:oln thé son of a prominent hoped that the © life in Willimantic. For exa.mple

[teal estate ‘dealer and lﬁercha.nt :

‘Allen meoln, established a
-"newspaper -in- Willimantic - dedi-
' catcd to

ncoln graduated from

-_newspaper. :
would -attain
- eirculation
the prohibitionist move-.
_.peaked at 1,900.

3,000,. but

~ during the paper’s ‘tenure in the

Thread City, local busmessmen

“formed the Willimantic Board of

Trade, the forerunner of_. t
Chamber of Commerce, to attra
new industties to the borough. -

' Yale University in 1881, and'was So after a year m
hired as a subedltor by ‘the in Willimantic B d 2 i The first success was to con-
Prwrdence Pres and Star, Two . he renamed - it earasiey vince the_ Coventrys Adch 188
‘b the " New ,

7 However,

28 England Home and rerﬁoved the
- operation from Church Street in’

. Hartford.
year the

Wﬂhmantlc :
in that

building, a 30 by 60 foot many
factory on Valley ‘Street a_nd.
(Th' saga, Page 10)

The Willimantic Public Library. All Tom’s articles and

ary. We are grateful to the copyright owner, “The Chronicle” for

s article is made possible by
cessed at the libr:

2

y
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‘This digitized version of Tom Beardsle
much more Willimantic history can be ac

pied mday by the: O. L. Willard

€. Kingsbury, who had box _

shops at South -Coventry,

Rockville; New London and -
Noithamipton,: Mass.; mafiufac-

 tufed about 20,000 boxes-a day.

s Liincoln’s main interest was to -

fight theinfluences-of the demon
drink;-and on Jutie 29, 1887, he
gave.over ‘his editorial page to-dis-"
“ciigs the death of his friend, Hefiry:
L Hall, from ‘alcohol and drug-'

a‘erated drseases x
+ Hall 'was the:son of Henry Harl!'

a prominent cotton manufacturer
who had -helped to”establish the-

-Wmcﬂ;am Manufacturmg Co on

: L Ha]lwas born in 1835 anﬂ:aﬁer

a pnvate educatlon entered the
b i ;.

“Hall return itic-in
1860 and estabhshed a’drugstore
busr__ness on. Cun,nmgham Lane

drugs chermca[s and grocenes In
f8'71 'he accepted a position as
editgr on the Willimantic Journal.
TT@H purchased the newspaper in
1875 and in 1880 went into part-
ship with Arthur I. Blll ‘and

employ 50 hands to make boxes
and ¢ratés. This building is occu-

'enthralled in such sadness in the
‘Thread City during the summier of -
-1887 Willimaritie was'a"boommg

" Yorker; Tsaac Stahl, was 'at'tempt-
ing to secure a' franchise for build-

'topography
However,

Street ‘was having a sewer pipe
. 'installed and Sta!ﬂ Wou.{d have to

) Walt

formed the Hall & Bril Pnntmg.

- Co.

Thanks to Halls Wlt and elo-
quence, the ‘Journal became one
of the state’s leadmg newspapers
However, for Lincoln, HalP’s sub-

‘sequent déath was yet another

addition “to the: thousands of lives
and promise which: have gone
down: mrmspeakable sadness sac-.

young . borough, -

ing -4 -horse railway from the
Fairgrounds (Recreation' Park) to

.the c’emetery, Wlth a .Tackson
*“ Street branch. :

" Stahl was’ cOHStructmg a similar

_pmJect at Westﬁeld, Mass., and

Jooking at several Connect-
ities. He found Williriantic’s

ideally suitable..
Willimantic’s: Mam

cut

The Connecticut Home avndly
reported on civic. construction:

projects. For example, the sewage

plan: proposed _the’ laying -of

64 025 a feet iof v1tnf1ed earthen—
ware pipe, ‘varying in size from 6
to 24 inches in diameter and 620
feet of brick sewers near the out-
lets, 62 flush tanks and 245 man-
holes, also a storm sewer to re-.
lieve North, Meadow, Walnut and
Valley streets, comprising of
3,010 feet of brick' and stone
sewer from 30 to 44 inches in

" . diameter with six catch basins.

" Lincoln was proud to report on

the - development of his home--
town, and also how it was becom-

ing a regional-transportation hub.
He informed  his readers in
August that 39 passenger trains
now passed through Willimantic
each day, more than at Norwich,
New London or Middletown.

~For Allen Lincoln, Willimantic
was the “coming city of Southern

New England.”

The newspaper -ceased pubhca-

. tion .in Willimantic just over a

year after its pubhcanon and Lin-
coln relocated it in Hartford
where he hoped. that his prohibi--

tion outlook would gain a wriier

readetship. -
The neWspaper survrved in 1ts
new form until 1892. Lincoln

then returned to Willimantic and-

became involved in the insurance

business, After World War I, he

compiled ithe two volumes of “A

' Modern . History -of Windham

County,” which was published in
1920. However, the year the
Connecticut Home was published
from offices on Church Street 33

years cearlier,: left us with a
' glimpse into the life of the grow-
.ingborough. .




