
Ch~9nlcle;Willi.naritiP,Conn.,fJ1u~~~Y;July~, 2Q94 ~5'-
,-,~",;;~"~,:",~-,~::;',,;,~""'::/';,,.,,,.;:.~ ; ._':::"',~_'~~_,~: ~_:;'<:..>>::..''f!.

'

$'~;'-;t" .'
I
'!:

I
~;" .'

I
''Ii'.. .' .,,-,'..:',.":, ',.':",',',:'/''';''<: .'':\,:;;,'- (". .

.

" 1': ~:' n./t!!S .I.n.. ".r.r\'~' m" " "A' r' y..

"'~:'''> .;~,'\'~;::~:, !,~~'.:::I,~;'_V'~"~;::',::_ ,.,,:.' . "'1~";1:<:1'~:~.1.>...?>,.':.:~~.;::., .:". .. .

.Williinantic's.$t..Jeari. Bap#steorigh.'s.qath01it parishandpop~~
S:o~~etY,a:'French~Garut4i~'R?- iatioh. .Wi~Ag~~eJ:ati()J,t. th~
nim Catho!ie'vol\Jritaty.aSs()6ia~. l~ienchlCanadians o~triwnbeted
!ton, has ptactica1Iy'been er~edth~JrislifoW1de.r,s :of the' pari&h,

'.frqmthe localpublic memory;b\1t and lobbied to form their own
iUthe' early 20thc'eJituIy, it waS separat.eparish.liow~ver, St.

"one of the largestorganizationsof' Joseph's'pastor,.Belgian"born
its kfudm New'England. 'FloriIriond; h~1il.the'incteasingly
. Willjmantiebpaststhe oldest .diverse. parish together, despite
Roman Catholic parish in CO~- the keeIinessof'it$ Irish m~nibers ,

necticut. .Irish immigrants,had .to divestthe pari,shofitSFrench
fOl}J1ded.it.in 1~48, put aiJerthe ~arm.diMl'members,. .'
Civil War an..fuf!-UxofUnmigrants In coriSequence, the burgeoning
fi:om Quebec swelled the bor~ Quebecois~borD p'O'pl,ilation. I '".

. .((9C)oDntte.dffC)m'Page: 5),ry~~ of the french King .CIQvis,
; .~~~h,~1l'on Vldie):'StIe~t.. . ~~p~gan festivity was Chiist-

. ~limantic's St. Jean1~{ipti!!te lwzed'.and bec.ameareligious
,~ocle~ w~f6und~d"(jriM~i30, cel.ebrationo~ John theBap~st

. l,~~~; apd $0 yeatS' hltettt :i>~~~. S.au~t JQ4n 11\ fitoWI). as the
,iIshed'a;pamphlet in .celebration Precursor of Christ" the light of
.of"Jhis'. ,amiivers.ary;i;Wi,ilr~'t4e world; andisrepre&~nted:by
:9..?1Wtedthe' or~aniiatl?p'starJY, ...thes~er solstice~~'b?pf~~s.
;'~.story.,Unfo~MY;. the &oQi-'.''. After the conquest 9£';'~~\Y'
~'S'~at1y teco'rdsWeie lost arid,Ffu.1~e by the British, the;,~i;i~ap..
:'tlj.e..historywa's ,[ecOhstrricted ~aptiste Daycelebriition.}o$~its
:~()mjhe*emory of~pse(ound-' illlpor:tance, unti,l' .lg34' '*~p'.
i~g".:~eInbers' '., stili,..tiviiig, neVl~papered,itorLu~ge~~v~i~
m:eS&leursHQnoreBeJair, Salo~ ~~(1799-1852) organ1zed.~

~~ii~e!~e~fu~~~:~~"~1~~F,'.~~~~~~~{i,~~li;:::~et:. "~.
~o~se~u,Theopbiie Potviiland 1. . To .bep~tioilalist'" was:to dill
X).. Blanchette. . " .' for respo~lble govermrtent ani:h

';::pie .'St. Jean Baptiste Society . greater say by the French irithe
'~olved from'the S.alnt.John th'e management of. the Canadas.

;~iii5tistdaY, a'~Qliday:~t origi~' M~J;~over, a Jatg~ .ntimber(jf .
nated as a pagan celebmtionofEng;hsh-speaking Montrealers

~tge &upnner S~lstice..pt@iirtb.~t?~~ t
.Part in tbis natiQnalistban-

"~. " . . q\l~ . .' .

"~. t~$~dC-:i~'-6Wri~<'. ..,"

voluritaly~s{)~Ff'
ciatiol}, in which
it ~ou1d pracp.ce,
specific )lSptjct$I'
of :Frc~ch,.CiUi~
a d'i a. IT
Catholicism ,and'
cultute: Nev"
ettheless,th.ey

· still remaiilea _~

loyal to .'.St..~oseph's parish.~
we~e ultima~ely able. to condu~t
their own services in. tQ.e,French
,languag~at st. Mary'sp'3!l~h)~a.t1

(Still,Page 10)

[Alvemay, a~reI)cb."Canadia:t:!.
jou;rilalist, was a.p#nter. by~~e.
l{e-{tlMnded.and~ditedLa@azette

:4~s,..ttoj.s-RivietM"(1;g17)i'~'~
C6~ti~ti{)nnel ~1;8~3*;' '~i1J,"
t;AI~ (J826) at Thr~e,IqVefS:,
QUeb~c': In 1827;'he~ari.d A::N,;, .

Mo~. f9,~d.e.d. .La 'MinerVeat
Montie,aI,"which b.ec~e' ope of

. .,fienchC~da.'$£roI11ip~ntnews"
papers. . .' .' .

, on, Jupe 24, 1&34, puveiilaY
. ihvi*d semor busineSS apd,politi-
cal:ngw~s ~oa baIlquettQ'discuss

. themt1Jreofthe'Cana'" ,.... . ','" ,.. ."', '. . ..,.Sli~j:U!Ut-'iilt-'!.!:'''''''''''''';{i.'"l1,I:i
; '~~"<~f'~()I:~''W~<r. ''P.'. "..,... . . '.

ideIltityi,~dAhuS f~~~d the
Sa:fut~Jean"Bai>tiste ~Qciety; Th~
'maple leaf was' chosen as its .
.emblem:: .

. By the en~ of tile 19.thcerit:ury
and thebegiDhing ofthe200t th,e
'annUaI celebration I:).adgrown and
was celebrat.ed' :with Ii1uchJW\ire.,

ev~~~e"ean.dJa.rge Pr8sM.~~~~i'.':W~';tb;e:most !!£cessiblearid:<ie#~:.
in,~Ql;ltl;~alav,d Qnepec0ity");h:tritUown'(or allto:J:eacb. ..' .....
i?~~i-iji.e.Quepec iegis]atur~:d~ The decision .~ 'm~t ~ih~j~y:,
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.y~ti!s>'~~ter, 1he Wi1l1'mful~rc' 've~tiojhvaScarefiiclly pllilill~al~t '

Jr~ni9n:de St. JeanBaptistec~'fu- I;:ept.29, 18gS., . '. ...:.;.
0titeditS50th anmversaijWitha . ThememDersof the Will;JUjah.,
'tJi(e~~ili1ylong fesiivai' on jWie tic . DIJniond6LSt.' JeaI:l:~.~~tjste

\

.

16, 17'aijdV8,19~0. . . ...' prOIl1is~4\to'takel;areof,~e'ij1feJ~

. bi~::rS~fQO~:;e. <~l;i:~~~ ~f::t~~~~~ten:al.~Q~f.n*See.Of1:
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occurred:.In September.1885, wotilil:recelveabowliOf.wI1it~pea
when Willimantic became the. soupfu1je~j.broth~foHowedbya

.;.,~~ ,;..tH'!'\..The' fir&twas' held at Worcester, quette '~~~'With! 1<1031'sYmp,:\
Mass" in August 1879.The Con- which. W<@d1:)'ewas4eddQWh'\
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qf ,Plitrn.Uri's Dr;.LatUe, He- met . . . . . ..

with. delegates at Danielson' in ;~61Jti1Jt4eiirextweek.\
1884;an:dtheychoseWilliliiantic . . . , .\

~,theqonvention sitebec~\lse,it "';


