¥ encah as apple pie”
can also’ say the same about’ soda
ul &* ice’ cream shbps
d.

and vegetables in a horse-drawn
“wagon. However, after’ bemg
‘struck across the face with a
leather strap- by “the owner of the ~mar
- businéss, Yonclas decl € d it was

hme to. mave on.:

- Yonclag” arnved in Hartford 3
and- found
employment u:l a 1 candy store. He
mantlcgm 1898

ity

‘ soon aﬁerw'ards

G arrived. in
E_ll 5 :and opened’ the Threg

' Candy Kitchen at 661 Main: St.
* Yonclag” early years in the b

: ness were not easy Wllllman__

1968 Valantma Day’s ﬁre. It. was
- opened by Peter Nicholas Yonclas
(1875-1955) in- 1898.’ Yonclas
-arrived in New York City in 1897,
from Sparta, Greece. He q_ulckly‘_ !

{ obtairied a'job dehvermg fruit- | 1

. shop, where ' all the

emerged &om mixing bowls to be_

s,haped_nn_three larg‘e. :

. ten’ as Yonclas?, can.dy and ice

ed.
: he sent: for his’ nephew, 12- year-

3 ey m’%?ﬁﬁ;

Greek girls, Peter

i es
“sugar to I;he Greek 1mm1granl: s0
he had to drlve a team into Hart-
ford to plck up supplies. -

“soodies”

s. The e
;ngt.ory achons were 5001 forgot-

“old Costas George Yonclas (1886-
3 ‘and, tavght him. th& skills
‘In fact,!

both _married
married Georgia Nekos and they
had ﬂve daughtérs Soplne Geor-
: a

g1
had” four children,
Marion, Helen and
e Yonclas children, par-
the glrls all helped out

e

ily business.
.Signs outside. the Thre.ad._ Clt_v
“Candy: Kitchen declared that
“fine chocolates: ‘and bon bons”
were “made fresh” every day in
the store, for the wholesale and
retail trade. Upon entering the
store, there was a 70-foot-long
row of glass cabinets on the left,
carrying the many varieties of

George

__Ynﬂ-. :

; Costﬂs Yonclas ha& an’ artistic -

streak, and he designed many of

the “patterns on the chocolates

and candies. Easter was’ a prof-

itable’ time of the year, “and-
Costas ‘designed the’ ché?c_olate.

molds -madé into the shape of
bunnies. Costas’ daughter, Helen
(Yonclas) Laramie, recalls a pop-
ularline — chocolate shaped into

Zeppelins.

The premature death of Costas
Yonclas after a short illness in
1941 was a great blow to the

and sellmg »}ﬁe '

dies. . ,When, the
' O%a::l shortly. after-
portant part, of the
. also closed. Peter
-Nov. 29, 1955, age
home at 175 Prospect .

_' St. He left daughters in Groton,
:  Floral

Park, Long Island, Leonia,
';Norwmh and a son,
.who still resided in
W]]ll.mantlc

Wlllmiantlc is known pnma.nly
for its Irish, French-Canadian
and Poll&h heritage. There were

few Greek families, such: as the
Contes_and Papas, but along
-.with: the . Yonclas f‘amily, they

played an important part in the

- development of the city. The Yon-
clas children primarily married

into other Greek families, but
Costas’ daughter Helen married
a local boy, Roland Laramie, the
well-known local photographer.
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