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191'0)8'P6urth 6f July pdrtlde'wa§ a grand. s[iecrfi/cle.
.Pl'ofessjonaI ba~eball Iline, the
Willimantic. Colts. The Colts'

. w~reworind ~pjh 'JriIle 1906;
.' aild" a letter..m. t.ljelJhtoniCle

t~vealed hoW,.I;>Q~g suinni~r
weekerids woUld now. be with.'
out ~.'b~s!'!b'ap~g~e, particu-
,1¥,IY3)~th~,Fqurth.ofJ.uly.The
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because of the lack ofa sUitable puton an ImpreSSIve dIsplay of,'
niarcPing bli,xld".'There\V,ere firewor~;" "It, .~as; .,str~g~ ,£,0.- .
b
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People Too1illig'\on and.tWo Cm..e 1 man c oar 0 a e, '. , " ". .,,' .

the forerunnersofthe present- na.m~n'.and ; .th~I~, fireworks
day Chamber of Com~erce, bemg.the(>ld};J:lo~." .
realized that thousands oflocal The chairman' of the celebra-'
people were boarding trains to tion committees was James
visit Indepehdell(~e Day cele- Haggerty,' a wen~knoWli civil
brations in 'other parts of the War veteran. He asked that 'all
~tate. In 1910, the boar~ organ- participants in the parade
Ized a number of commIttees to should not drink alcohol chew
~ange.' agrand Fourth of Jul'y gum or spit tob~cco. Th~ Rev.
p~ade: It wasfo:r:ec~t,tha~ It'Y.S.B~ard organ~zed amass
would be the most successful choir of500 local schoolchildren
and no~a~le ev~ntin Hle histo- to sing patriotic s~ngsin the
ry ofWllhmantic. Windham Field baseball stadi-

There had not been a Fourth um. The choir sang from musiC
of July celebration in the city books provided free-of-charge
since the 1890s. From 1901 to by A.C. Andrew's music store.
1905, the July 4 highlight in The gatherers present for the
the city was a baseball game concert were then addressed by
held on Windham Field by the John L. Sewall, the executive

"',}, . ,> . .' '.: .' . ". '''.FrancoisJ.'Gam8che

TheHilltopF;;e Co..is seen marchinfreastward alongMain'Street.
Note !he re?airworkon th,etrC?/lf:JYlines. · .
sticretaryf~of Boston's 1915 top: ,Hose Co., marched in full
Movement, .a civic improve- uriif6l"m.
ment organization." .The vast parade was organ-

. Jean Deveuq coordinated- the izedin three sections. ~It was
local .French- s'ocieties.The led by the lpcal military <:ompa~
Council.Florimond of the Union ny, fqllowed by, the fire depart-
St. Jean de Baptiste marched mentl-;; the second section con-
in full uniform and regalia. The tamed the numerous French
Thread CitY Cyclers, led by Canadian societies, and the
Charles Hill, rode t.heir con- final grQUP consisted of all
traptions down Main Street. other local societies and volun-
The local Rotary Club's fife and tary organizations. Highlights
drum corps was well received. were the Woman's Float, with
They had been practicing for called for female suffrage, and
two weeks on Young's Grove the colorful Knights of King
"over-the-river." Two of the Arthur from the Congregation-
cities fire companies, the Mont- al Church. The local Syrian
gomery Hose Co. and the Hill- population dressed in national

costume and took part. Not .to
be oufdone~ the Polish p()p1,lIa-
tion contributed' a col<:>ffuland
impressive section. Eighty. men
were, dressed. in, spe~cial uni-
forms of black pants; white
shirts, black bow ties and white
ya<:hting caps. ,It had. been

, reported that both; ~oups .had
been;IiiarchU,1g:in:!ij~,wpods::for "
weekS~tO.'perfectJheiJ;JD8i:~~eS....' ~.' "", .

. . . .' ~ . :,

For.. Piany"Of.the estimated
10,000 spectators lining .Mairi
Street, the ~ighlight .,of the
patade"~ere th~ 75:,'automo-
biles driven by' the city's lead-.
ing citizens. It was estiinated
that the parade was' over 1 mile
in length.

The celebrations continued
into the evening. Tp,ere was a
firew.orkS displaronWindhalD
Field at dark, and then several
hundred people went d9Wn to
the Willimantic River. Electric
lightsap.d Japanese'. lanterns
illuplhiatedthebanks, and the
crowds "were trea,ted to a
demonstration of aquatic
sports organized by' the Nipnet
Canoe Club, that' included
swimming races, tub ~ races, ~
canoe race and an exhibition of
dancing. All agreed that the
event should be repeated in
1911.


