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much more Wlllnnantlc history can be accessed at the lIbrary. We are grateful to the copyrIghtowner, "The ChronIcle"for
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CQs.tello'proficient hl silk industry, '

heritage. (40), and his wife Catherine briefly attended the Normal
Alice's father, Walter J: (39), lived in Windham with School. In 1891, he began work

Costello, was bo~ in Provi- their tlu;ee children, Mary (13), in the Thrner Silk Mill, which
dence, R.I., on May 9, 1875. F:is Bridget (5) and five month old was located on the western cor-
father Patrick, a railroaq, ~ngi- .Isabella.. .Mary's .mother, ner of the jWlction of Valley and
neeI', was from old IriSh~tock. Catherine (Shea) Roach (1820- Bank Streets. .'

Patri~k's brother;'18~year-old 1871), n.ied in South Windh
.
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. omas was e }I,t . Ie am on"", c,.:.. .,' ,a~e.'. e' 'furner who 'liad .b;nlta sIlk
m 186LThe Costellos:were.a. wasboUl'm Ireland, a daughter .' ..' f:
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;. . .'.. ',:railroad family, an~ ~qve4 ~eg".: 0(p;'h?,D1.~~. and B!1dg~t. Sea.. -Turnerville mHebron on the
j/~. .1)art One ," '-'.' d . ,ularly aroWld New-tEnglanQ M~ :(Rqach), Costello (1848- ", .0.' '. > . . .... .
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,,','. "-Wf"'. _,~, " a c ,os 0 was.. re y. "'w~s'. om mo. p-', ';"

.\;:iM~~e'4':~~R~v~e}t~;~.::.~W".',~ewXork Citt~ ,el~X-.~~E!~~I:-,,~~~'M~~b~he ,4ied aJ ho~e,;. ~:t~~eL:ld\~:::/Jlr:fur~~~
!;~;Wd}.U!;l~~~..~:n,ews~~p~I'~'~~,'!Oad!3,an!!}lemoy:e(l$.is?yo~g. ~03 ;YllcM()nSt., :Wilhma,ntic,.. . '. -'~ < . ',.

"::]ocaIdimti@e"'!jtore;-':,en"f:ltleCl famil there'inthe"earlY;:1880s.:;:a e'5gofic~~ch31c1906.".. . I:!e.JYed~the Willnnantl!<Ti;a4e ,

;:Wil1imanf',icNews:,'I(;i1ppe'ilriid' .:'Sho~IY'afterWaids; PatrIck' iIaij{Costello'ssi~iers, Brid~; School. .

in 1937 arid was published from: was: tragicaIlykilled 'Il~.work. geF an4J~.abe).1Roach, were in Walter Costello. quickly.
"-. 180ak.St.';by.a'"M.E:,Coste11o." His wic:l,ow,Mary.:; (Roach) the. Williinlintic Linen Co.'s became proficient.in .the. spin-

Ginnie cont~cted ine.arid-l fea-Qostello, left' Ne~ York and mills, a~d. live~ .on Maple ning and ~eaving of silk The
turedthi:!newspapermarecent .brought herfamlly to. South Street,.Willimantlc. Mary was Thrner mllls' manufactured
article, but no onerecalledit. . Windham. The .Roach family also hired at the cotton mill in high-quality. silk thread and

However,. 85"year,01d. Alice 'had lived in Northainpto~, 1885,.a,nd, she moved into the silk fishing lines. Costello
(Costello) Parker of Lebanon Mass.,' and had relocated. to Maple Sg-eet. house. with her remained with the company
realized that M.E. Costello waS South Windhain after Mary's young children. Alice (Costello) Wltil it went into liquidation in
hermother,a:iJ.d180akSt.wasfather, .Thomas Roach, .was Parker's father, Walter, 1917. In the preceding..26
the house where she was hired by tIu(?Smith and Wm- recailed the Great Blizzard of years, Costello had risen from a .
raised! Alice realized that the chester Company as a book- 1888 when the snow came up to being an apprentice to the
newspaper was produced. ;by keeper. the second flo()r of the family's superintendent of the Turner
her father; Walter J. Costello. There is.no trace of the Roach Maple Street house. Silk Mills. Despite the .local
She contacted me, and provided ,fani.ily in 'the 1850 Windham Walter Costello grew up in mill's declme, he had no trouple .

afurlher.fascinating chapter of census, btitthe' 1860 census Williinantic. He went to St. gaining employment in the
Windham's Irish history and records that Thomas Roach Joseph's Parochial School and industry. The Costello family
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Walter Costello''ili 896.

.moved to. New LOndon.::wh~n
Walter was hired as'an' .oyer-
seer by the Btainerdlind ~-
strong Silk Co. . . .'

Alice recalled that. the family
lived on Coleman Street. in that \
city. But Walter was' a Willi- \.
mantic boy, and he jumped ai Ithe chance to return home'

when he was hired as t~e ov.er-
Iseer at the WashbUl:nSdk Mills

on Valley Street.
IContinued Next Week


