New columntofzexplore Wmdham region’s rich history

Editor’s note: Toda: y. marks
return of Tom Beards[ey,
free-lance public hzstonan who..

served as scholar-in- res:denca

and co-director of the Wmdham

Textile and History: Museum
" "The History Column” il
pear on Thursdays &

By TOM BEARDSLEY ;
s Special to the C_

Welcome to the Hlstory Col-
umn. Each week we will be
-taking a look at everyday: his-
- toric events in Andover, Ash-
ford, Brooklyn, Canterbury,.-
Chaplin, Columbia, Coventry;

Windham: - _
- -The column will also take.a
“closer look at the background
stories relating to programs

--ies;; m&seumsam¢hhrane Ic
cated. f']:msetfawns So,.thert

Nz Lo 3
= will.ber pl"ent}r to hold the'inter- *: wi

the -

"est’ of “history buffs and the
general reader alike.
il i readers wish to contribute
- any"interesting historical "tid-
“bits; call me at 450- 1604: 'l be

The response was excellent, re-

+'yealing the deep interest: local -

“Tesidents have in -their rich

--~hrstory
Eastford, Franklin, Hampton,
"Hebron, Lebanon, Mansfield,
S'_c;q_!:;_i_'a_nd-,-_Wiilington and "~

The History Column w:ll
spread‘lts wings and include a
“much wider region. Next week
" “we will take a closer look at the
-work of the Samuel Hunting-
ton Trust in Scotland; which is

3" “Keen>to. develop. an research
‘and.events:at; historical societ- ;

centerin.the hirthplace. nf‘
Amenca, _ﬁrstpresxdent

'-.ﬁp&rtlclﬂarly interested in pub- ;

.‘-whlch 100ked at local eventsx_
25, 50, 75 and 100 years ago.

L A

Tom Beards!ey served as the

Windham Textile and History
Museum’s scholar-in-residence
and co-director for five years.

could they be? They were at
the center of most of the eco-
nomie, cultural and social
_events in the area. For exam-

_ple, this year mar the‘ 100th
dI;Wﬂhmantw;--. ks
overlooked_ How:

.-t,he ‘opening of
it hall and the

90th anniversary of the Willi-
mantic footbridge.

Despite the growing impor-
tance of Willimantic after the
Civil War, its mayors, officers

and selectmen had to meet in a

wide range of buildings in

‘rented offices and buildings
ranging from silk mills to the

Hayden Block — which is cur-
rently being remodeled by the
Fleet Bank. So it was a great
event when the state-of-the-
art town hall was opened a
century ago. We will take a
closer look at the 1896 building
and its. opening later this year,
around the actual anniversary.

The opening of the footbridge

in November 1906 was the cul-
mination of a long polltlcal

strugg’le and a series of amus-
ing events, which-we will ex- .

plore closer to the anniversary.
‘The- foothndge owes its- exist-

ence to some highly skilled ma-

neuvering from: the city’s
Irish-American politicians.

I am originally from York-
shire, England. Each year fam-
ily and friends come and visit
my wife and I here in the colo-
nies. I give them a tour of the
area, and everyone notices the
names of the towns — because,
back home, there’s an Andover
in Wiltshire, an Ashford and
Canterbury in Kent, a Coven-
try in Warwickshire, a Hamp-
ton in Middlesex, a Mansfield
in Nottinghamshire. Willing-
ton derives its name from
Wellington in Somerset. And
there’s a small village in Sus-
sex, called Windham, and a
town in Norfolk called Wy-
mondham. From time to time,
I'lll include some information
about those ancient: English
towns, which have donated
their names. to this heauhful
section of Connecticut. -

Pleaseremember that thls is
also your. column. T be de-

lighted to: hear from you: See
'you next week ; :

This digitized version of Tom Beardsley’s article is made possible by The Willimantic Public Librai;y. All Tom’s articles and
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, “The Chronicle” for
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