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~ormis(las Dion was Willimantic'~fir~t Fre~ch Canadian mayor
'. , . .. Taftville as'a clerk in the com- , (199.15:.1917). temperance movement ~espi~e,

pany store. He worked there .. Dion" served on the school or maybe because of, Its ))ou-
... for 14 years and rose to the po- .board the naturalization com- merous taverns and salooris.
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"'ltte; _ convincing and en- Earlier the same day, Dion qe-
'~::':()~:~~>: . Dion.m.arriedDelia~ourque '. /\~~;~ragl'ng hundreds of h.is livered th~ opening address :?f
,B,ardsl~y m Baltic.m 187~,and~m 1~8~, . . coimtrymeri working in Willi- the ~~nc~n Thr:ad A:thletic
. '\::~;jr;>. the f~mI~y arrIv~~.~~ WIlh~ mantic's ,mills, to become AsSOCIatIOns carnIval m t~e

':.~.. m~gc. ;': ,:;" "!"-': . , American 'citizens. He was also armory on. Pleasant Street.
'. DlO~:mve~~ed hIS ~avIngs' ":" _ _ toWJi.a'sses~orfornhleyears. And that m~ht he had a lo~g

.. from '~.4aY~,.~n.'I:'~le, ~4.. In December 19'21: Di'on conference wIth street superi,n-
Th~enti:re cOmmun.ity~a~in open,e~.a-.ltr:~c~t:y ~~.9.te a.rid" . challenged Willim'~ntic?5 in:' ~endent John Sulliyan rega~d-

.~sJ;t:~c~w..hen the Windham bakery.:Th: store.g:r:e,w:.to' be cunibent mayor, Repubtican mg the f.orthcommg wee~'s
.m~~c~~..examiner, Dr. Louis . the large.st m WI~~ImaIltlc,and Ch~rles Gates, but l?st by w- J wor~ o~ CItystree~s. ,
,:.14a$on,:J~nnouncedthe death of a~ the. tiIIle of his ~eath ~he votes. He returned 1;'0.the Lay DIOns body l~y m f?tate for. a
Willimaritic's Mayor Hormis- DIOnGrocery~omPanyha~20. two years later, and was day, ~o be v~ewed by tl).e
das Dion on the morning of employees, usmg three trucks elected mayor by a comfortable mournmg publIc. On the eve:of
April 27, 1924. The 69-year- and. five .horse ~e~~ to _mlike margin. . the f~neral, the AI-Pier;e
oJd'D.iophadsud'denly col- d:hvenes. DlOn Invested Di,9n's period of office lasted Tabann on Valley Street w~s
Hipsed .and died~'witha 'heart WIsely and became one. of the a iittle more than four months the scene of an elaborate cer.e-

. ,a:F!::a~~:.'~~';h~tl1~ld office: for I a.r g e s tl and 0 w n e r sin ~)Uthe made a pr<>f.0i,mdimeact mony, performed by nati~qal
,10:short wee~. .' . ..., Wmdh~m.. . ' In that short tIme. He.was not officers of the St. Jean B~p..tI!!te

;;;;"::Wqn...tl~e':c~tys. ~~g;l1th-but !'ragedy struck ~he~Dion:s a young man, but as the city's Society. The funeral at St.
;.~~::1.r,:e~~h:-Can~.di~.II1~y()r, WIfe of 42 years_ ~ed ~ Apfll. . . .' .. .' first Fre;nch-spe~g mayor, Mary Church :vas .()ne ~f the

'::~as;.!?prn,WS~iJ1~~5er.Q~~bec 1917. He ?ealt wIth. hIS gnef W.11IlmantlcMayo~Hormlsdas he threw himself into the job, . l~rgest eve.r Wl~e~sed m tpe
.;,:~:J:~55;,HestudiedEIlghshat by becomIng more Involved DlOn, 1855-1924 working around the clock. CIty! reflectmg DIOns 10cal <n;1d
'?Se.;CesiUre:.CpUige.wit;h.tb,ein~ with communi~y ~ffairs. He St. Jean Baptiste Society His last public appearance natJon~ prom~e~cein Fren~h
j~te*ti.09':'oQi~~~g.};()uth~~fJhe was already active m St.'Mary Union in the United S~~t.es.: . was:the day before to his fatal Canadian affaIrs m the U.S. :
;border-'.;;;Lik~manii:thousands ,..q~u.rSh,~~;C()ns~jlF1o.r!!n0Il~:IgoI:Ulls()'=\"l.a~"!!-.f!J~.uI.1.ch. heart attack whe;n he attended Tom I;Jeardsley, a free-lance

~.~~t:~h;~1;~:;~~~~find'~ '::~~~f~?~i~2A4~~~J~~~aJh :.~~~lf:!W~;J~;Jt:tt~;. ~~~~~~~i~{~sbW~~~~e~~~i~f ~~_~~~r::i~~~~~n~::sc~~~i~~~:~;
,.te;Xtile,industry;In 1872,Dion :J:~se Co~cI!,No; 14;Knights.Willfmantic:pqljtks-duri;ng tian Temperance Union at the of the Windham Textile a,!-d
washired by-the Ponemah of Columbus. Dion was the Irish-American.: Mayor Danny Willimantic Methodist Church History Museum from 1990.to
Manufacturing Company in first national president of the Dunn's dommance,: of"city hall- the city.was a hotbed for the 1995. .

, ''TinsdigitlzOdversio~ of Tom Beardsley's article is made possible by The WilUmantic Public Library. All Tom's articles and

\
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, "The Chronicle" for
permission to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


