
.J()s(!phiq~.tq,l!f~r;~Greer:.:Wi:ll~mantic's last red hot momma
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..When~J6se hfne.? . ~W$loIM'Ib.ret~r~~ froI!lJ~estag~ In )937~ ~n,!!settled in Willi- Bll,les:: . . . . . . .
. Lt . G . '~d' c£''''' ..,.c_" - :.. manti~when:her:.pusband.s.comp~yrelocated to the. In 1957,- Wllhmantlc became the' recipient of Its
... .;ai/_r_. 'b~eri9~~~. city's oldcotton'millir;~~Bridge Str~et. '. own theme song when the local Chamber of Com-

In. ecem er. '. - '. '''_,';;,.:,,_ '. . ... __ .' . merce' persuaded' Jesse Greer to write the song
. LU~J, Crosbl,? r~~ : .' f0rt!i;1:.} ~'-l .Lauter's company had'~own steadi.ly m New York "Willimantic; USA." And Josephine Lauter Greer.
call~.~ ~h~.~;~Sh~.. Beatd$ley,. ; Clty~.thl!lllci.to th~ ~owm~ populanty,of that ne~ ." with her Ethel Merman voice. was. only too glad to
w~s h.~pple~t_b_e:, -".,:".;.;'.,:. ~ -:me~um._r.a~~~~.out~r~iiko..o£:'Y0rld.;warU, and -, peiformit.to further. the causeofWillfmantic:
fo~eallaudlence ,. theexploslortof'the-TWlndus~'mthe'late1940s.' ",. '~ , "h :' . '.

waving a ~hiffori- . ". eiis*ed that the s~all companymanufacturipg mica' ..The Electro Motive Co. hag; been gone for ,mOre
.handke~c1llef;. eyes]. ,._ ,: capacitors(wouldgrow to be the world'S'largestsu~., . thah.'a.generation;bUt.the Lauter-Greer name lives

. ~."sparkl.ing.' We.c.a~ ;~, ::"':-.::'~'.: ,. ,.. '" _- . '" p)i~r-QytI!~;1950s;, and the Electro Motive Manufac-' .'on.'Th6:area'occupiedby Willimantic's Philip Lauter'
.,;;.hear lier_now 'smgmg Some-'ofthese days. you re go- turing Co..;expamied to.South Carolina and Jamaica. Park. was..~ old 19th-century swimming hole on the

. ingto,m~s~m~honeY:A.~~1Ve.~.HL_-;':=;::.~:~-:-,~-,;;;:_.:c_> . .". tL .., '_ ~- .~-';:":-'_ _.',,: . -- NatCliaug.'iuv~r;"Itwlis:li:indscapeaand opened to the
. ~o.was:"t~s,~apd~E!rc~ef\Va,?n.g..s~ngeuol3a~ly ...~.hihp ~~te~ died I.n 1945. andJos~phm? 6ec~me' public in thenlid 19509. The:t;ii'ut.er-Greer-Founda-

m~~s_~~'l~!inY,Wl..r r~~all?~r; b~~ It.!~ tJIIle t<Ire~~nd . .E~ectro'.M:OtlVes president., Sj}e .later'IIl~n:t~d. J~sse tio.Il.h~sb~nefited Wi~diMt,IIl!J9.~P~~ and Connecti~
a new geI1,eratJon aboutJosephme.Lauter.G::e~~,. .. . Gx:er- ,c18~6::J.979).",a.p.I:ohfic.Tin fan Al"~~,.s::.o.ng- cut College.. and countles~~rgamza~ops..acro:;!.~ Con"

We have to"goback tothES'days when;WtlhmantJc . smltlr.Gr~er "Yasa contemporary of the ~rsl\Wlns. necticuttt60 .numerous:Jo',t~leMiorr,~~':";'
._was:aSorerunnedo Silicon:;Yalley;:'flie' Electro. MOo Ro~gers; ':~erhn,,"Har1;-anlF-Hammerste1l1..,.I~deed... "___'-"':-::-:-~" . _. n ~'-'-o-':':' , .

tive. Qo:: Was:: fou~ded-: !>y,:-a::-Rumanian- im~i~nt. : .Greer's ~~t j~b o~!3.~9~2:~a,v.¥~e,9.e0~'g=~~sl!win.,;::;;~, ThisD~a;9 Will ni;rk' th;.27ih-,~;rii:Versary of Mr~.
Philip La~t~r <18~5:1945). 111New York City. He. .'\Va!!as'a~~':l~ge5 fors~n~.1f.e. pr~yeg t!i~ piano an,;d .~i.Greer'S: death: It would be.nice to hearhet:.husband'ii.
~ame to:Wdhma~ticm1,~39-and-."eg;:llTmanufactur~ -. s'lIn? new.;-,I1.QI1~mu§lC"stOres._berore.tne'a~vent of.}' 'sorig;"Williniantic USA,"on WILl that day. '
mg radio, parts- m- the CitY'S-old cotton.. and.. velvet . radio. to mt~uc~t~!.J~ to. the p'u~llc.:. ,-~ -"- ;..'7:'.':. :., ,_:d. .. _ .__ . . .
mills.. His .Wife,_Josephine_<RosensteintLauter,born .":"' - 5--:; ., . . , "., - -, . :~~.:..:.- T(ik~"a-loo.""katthe map of the U.S.

':"'tii:I891",';hadifond;meiriorie5"~of'WJTIiinantic.Herfa- Greer ~ot~ .S9.me2.~9~sonID!.~M~ny,appeared m '.;.(., .';: ..' ;a'1d'yo/.l-;/lfind Connecticut
. ..ther"had,bel!n.the:rabbLfor the city's fast-growing !3roadwaYImuslc~l! ~~ng.th~ ~~2Q~.aJ1(U939s..and "",..,.:;;;': '.' Take:alook'jj't the"1nap of ConnecticJ1.t,

." 'Je~i'~h1'fdpUla:tioiab~ddh'I9i6;: . '. . m HollY'V:~muslcals;;w.Hen..he-'wascont~c~d',to:',\\:,:;:':,:~c:~f;"'and)'5u'iiseefnyplaceofbirth
' M~;:JiJauterwas:Bet.teri.Knownas.JosephineHar- MGM,~~',foJ!"Gl1!e!"'5:,-!Ut!Xf!"()~.~S':l9Cl.typ~: '/':_:".:/\ ,.Wsthegrandestplaceonearth.

mon"a1i,accomplisbeds.ing~rand comedienne: on the pelledRu!ly Vallee to.prominence in tte 1930s.. Sev:';;4 t.:,:.';';>',:.:t::::<::.; ....
va\1treville circUit.' 'By 1920'she was starring with eral songrj wete reviv:eaintl1e-1950ii;"'Just You 'Just':. '.,: -;::': ~~-;;:::.!:":~.;-" .. .'

I . " !3ophieTticKer iif New'York-"City cabaret; arid' later: Me" .wa~~'perforn1ed iii' "Rear' Window". <i954i: and Tom .Be.'frd~re{';.!J'fr~e-lance p'fbllc hlstorzan. ~as the

I
. became a~. understudy in "The Last of ~he .Red' Hot ". "Jail~o~!I.~~k_".~1_9~!?, .:'<;;Onna .Meet'. My ~wee.~ie,.;;.. S

.

cho~ar-nr're.slde'!..ce. a
.

n,d co-dIrector of the Wzndham
Mommas' shows on Broadway. Josephme Harmon Now .'was featured'm-the-'1955 firm "Pete KellY's ,!,extlle.Cf'!-d.HistoryM"useumfrom 1990 to 1995.
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