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CQnstruction 'st(Jrtsdes,p:l;~~;ii1!p.()Sitt()~
.' .lieved that only two 'ofthe co~:

, .' pany's bridges were still in. ex~
'istence. One spanning th~ Stis~
queharina River ,in Bin~h~lI},~
,toJ;J"N.y." an~ (jne' Span9!il~
'th~B!iftenki1l Creek in Wasll~

..iri~6~;G84Hty,N.Y.Emirl'8:~ei:
('clohi/'Oy.;-ego's .town histbHail,'
;.f*~g:d~1igHted,thaf a thirdW~§\

. .," ~~tillhHi:iuie,i~far~away:1 Cbh}
Third in a series :"..a~cHcht)r:Shii~had not. re~li~~d:

. . . . ';F"t.<tB"i8oit(1;an". had,biHlt'i.a:
After meetmgs wIth offiCIals ::~ltH~a"-''':'!'i fit; .
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.Cof the Central Vermont Rail- ,r
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; ,the footbndge committee '. .
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reportedthat a bridgecouldbe~'!:\Jf~P.9s~tiofi::to ..the;foot r1agEf
built for as little as $10,000. '~
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Wh~nseen in context with. "~j~rP 1J~:fgd«t~£Q!;.Del~bo.expe~siy,~

the $75~000 n~ededfor a hig~- . '~\,,,W~9tt~~'Jlighway b~iag~ ;sup-
w,ay: bnd~e, It eeemed a tri-:~f~.~~~t'~t~!"~f!~~.t~b~1r.h}11dgT
fling.:. . .i:.'i'.\V,q14!~~~~~r:b~ ~U1lt'lt.8j .fo8~1

But'the footbndge had ene- I,;bndge;wenLtip. So an lIljtinc-
mies-the town's newspapers, " c#qJ;iiwas, sought, to. ..~top, the
the Willi mantic Chronicle and::'~;;,Bpli~!f,tictIoJ1;' inas,mud1,. as.'th~t
the Willim an tic J ournal ~,;k~asJltegal fOt;the citylp pro;
wanted a highway bridge. ',.':"ceed.'tlf.'&skfor bids and .Ii:w.ard

On Jan. 6, 1905, the Chroni- lthEL c6ritri:i~ts befoteben~fit.s
cle editorialized: ,:: .'.and darilagestd' prqpertybwrt;'

"Let us cast 'across the spar- ,>r ~Hnhia. beenasse~sed; .' :J
klingwaters of the Willimantic .',)."?Bl1£ tHe lootbiidge'comrilitte~
a bridge that would answer the recalled how the town hald
needs of the city for a centUry building went ahead against
...Let us have a bridge we can opposition. It simple' igno're~ '
all enj()y. One we. could all be the naysayers ana started
proud of. ,One that we would building. 'On Nov .3, 1905;,
not be ashamed to show to visi- . Charles Larrabee and a garlg
to,r] IvTo ~uild (a footbridge) '.. .', . . ,:,~.., F.f~~n:ac~~" of men ~ur:rie~JY started w,oi'k
woi1'idbe' like sending Ii boy' on ~ footbn~ge In Its heyday, about 1912! with,a busy: ~JIIlmahtlc on Pleasartt Street, b,ut iii th~ir
a maP's job. It would not an- railroad depot below. haste they slightly miscalcu-
sweri the needs of Willimantic '. . lated the siting of a stone sup-
for the; years to come. When pee wee, shilly shallying, pica- Butthe footbridge' committee ' potting pIer. '
the .bridge is built let it be a yune, ~hite livered, mush and was I1otdeterred. It, worked. The c,ontroversycontinued
model one that will be a credit milk, makeshift, and impo- hard through 1905, Clearing over the. winter, but the town
to the. city and a real service to tent." bureaucratic .hurdles. III Sep- fathers ignored it. The follow-
all its citizens. We do not want The Journal's editor contin- tember members successfully ing June,' inspeCtions' of the
alittte twoce~tpicayune, half ued in none'less eloquent fash- negotiated with Connecticut's stoneV'{ork revealed tha~ th,e
fledged' weakling of a bridge ion than'that ofthe Chronicle's railroad commissioners, and southern stone si.tpportin'~ pier
that we would want to hide un- editor: ' received, final. p~rmissi01'\to go " was slightly out. of line; . anti
der ,~. horse blanket if there "Don't let us throw a plank ahead. .with the buildi~g,of the ,so,1lle. feared ,that its founda-
wa'!!a stranger approa.ching across our bea,utiful river and footbndge., '! . ,'0' ,tions wO]1lcl beJveaken~d as it
who inay be,considering locat- call it a bridge. We do not want Building contracts were. put s~ood on, the. 'sit'e of. a.~ old
ing hisbus~ness in,Williman- to have something we will be ou.t for, bid4ing.T~e ~inn,~r ,brook. . ..., , ",
tic.We )vant a good bridge, one ashamed of,something we feel was.,the O~egC! Bndge Q~m7 But, Charles Lflrabb~e con-
that we can get chesty about, compelled to. use only in the pany of Owego, N..Y.,wh}cHbid .viriced. the bridge "comrriittee
and.bragabout.ahd point the gloo~ of night, something to $9,900 for t~e ste~l wotk,and t)1atthi,s proolem could be
finget,and say, ':Tha,t's how we cover with ashes and throw a ~har,les Larrabee of Wi.1,liman- overcoril.eby' a. slight realigi\-
do tlflhgs ~n.ente~rising, prog-, , screen ~~out at the apP~9ach 0(, tIC ,VYf,\,saward,ed,th~:~~~~~ ,~en t of t.he ste~l work, a~?
res~lv~,WdhmantIc,' Let's face str~gers wh.operhap'~lffavpr-", W9rk.f9.n,td~t,~~ter,~,I~~mg that,tl1e pIer stoo~ on a secUl;e
the.l?11d~e9-uesti?n." "a~IYJ,iJ;J.1press~d would ~e i!l- $~l2~g;,T.hrplans ~~lleq~o~;th$'., t;'oc~,J~dge,And !?n J~n~. ~.8,

TheWllhmantIc Journal was chnedto locate here and add to bndgeto ,lie ~OOJeet loh~, and. .1906, work began on the,iRad-
eq~ai~y:,neg~tiveabout a foot- our,iridtis~rial; we~~th'I~.b';i8"to~f\~jd,rj~,td.~,~1coIJipw~~~e ,: .ro,~,Sfree~ biidg~a,pprort4hei{
b~d~7qp'artIfularly 'Wh~n1the., w~en wegetreadyfor~~ndge.. fire~I~~N~n,-~~~w~~e.nt.,: 'Ld,.,.", ..' '.:." ,,'

bndliiLcmumitt\~~s le.t.ushav~agoodone.A,. The.q\y~go ~hqge'Got~as . NEXT:BUllt,attast,: I
,~am~~t ~1~lI~~~ .i'1~.~~ge:~Ui~tr~hiITJe~'o('~*Jlibt, .A'pii#~~'i#, ~~W~ffiinb**~~l1Jri~~,G~,.n~,.~(i.i'::, !',~l polbd bIJJ ~/ '
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;~e
!he .commencement of Its~U1ld- ,dr~d .,y~f1rs. A bhdge that wIlt a and !ltbn ~J;ldg~~. l~ctq ~ i;~W1.' PlfPftf) .~~sf9r,l.a1f; :.ts. .FL.. fq~'1Jle!'
mg. ., . . ,thIng of beauty and u~eflilness Yoritfstate, ~eforei It cl seCt m s.cnolar-ui-restdence and' <;o-'/1t-

Th.e .J<?1:lr?albel~ev~l the. .?h~,~OIJ;J.e,t?in,-~forus ,all to be J~nr, .', ".. :.: ,I.. rector .of the' Wind/wm X.H!ile

fooHjtldge pla.n.s :vere 'lItt,le' ,p~~u~of.:~"r <t <n)<"~ '+(U~:f'~l1~lt.1t9~nj:'c,~"~~i":'~~-';i1\qr~ Iit~W;y Mltself~'~" /

Tom
Beardsley


