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Second in a series

A brldge committee was. B

formed in Willimantic and

Melvin Eugene Lincoln, a long

time proponent of a bndge to

connect Pleasant Street and
Main Street, was appointed

chalrman and ordered to pre-
pare a report on its feasibility.

Political wrangling with the -
trolley and railroad companies
held the report up, but it was

finally ready on Aug: 6, 1903.

Several sites were consmered .
for.‘the golley crossing. . Im-
ridge .Street" wmﬂd
have'cust $20,000 mcludlng i

prcmhg

land. damages. A bridge was
congidered approxlmately in
the position .where it is pro-
posed the new."bridge of frogs"

will ‘be built, from Jackson to.

Pleaqant A highway bridge, in

the, position of . the. footbridge -
today, _was estlmated at_

$5? 000

- Thé town meeting of Aug 21,
19085 voted to construct a
Inghway bridge at ‘a’cost;not
exceedmg $75,000 at a site to
be gelécted at a: future - meet-
ing!" ‘It was also voted to orga-
nizé & committee to ascertain
where the funds shotild come
from: THis ‘met with oppnmtxon
and Jaries Johnson, a farmer
living ofi Pleasant Street pre-

pared a petition calling for the
widening of the Narrow: stone”."

arch'bridge which ran between

the thread mills, to accommo-'

date the trolley cars.
Those who cross that bhdge

0pponents unable to brzdge dlﬂerences

. under the railroad tracks on
. Main Street, with a headroom *

tion. -

nyR

: regularly today w111 know that.i- i
it was never widened. Johnson .
‘and’ 21 others also called for

thie decision of the voters at.the

- meeting of Aug.' 27 be rescind-
‘ed.’A town meeting Wwas called
:for Sept:, 10, 1903 to d1scuss
-'other options

~Joseph: Wood ‘a Center
Street livery stable worker;
was. a keen: supporter of’ the
br1dge He was aware of a

.growing opposmon to the high-
‘way bridge; so"he had walked '
around Willimantic and put to-.

gether a 8-foot=10-inch petition

containing-307 names to con- .
vince the selectmen to go
. ahead thh the ﬁnancmg of the. -

bridge. fr
On Aug 12, 1903 he tDOk a

. chair and sat near the railroad

lines just 'edst of the depot and

countéd .the number of people .
who were dangerously crossing -
the railroad bridge: across-the .
Willimantic - River, -owned by

the Central Vermont Railroad:

It was the existing short cut:

between Main and Pleasant

- streéets. Beétween 4 a.m. and
noon. e counted 300 people.

- ‘THe' Sept 10 meeting was a
nasty affair: Again, just as the

" cage with the town hall build- .
mg, several anh bridgers :

. pared a plan which called for
an underpass beneéath the rail-
road lines which crossed Main’
Street. He believed this ‘would .

the resistdnce, and he pre

cost the city some $30,000,

much less than the $75, 000 for
the bridge; and the trolleys |
: ¢ould enter Main -Street be-..
neath the subway, and a line

could .be connected to Coven-

try, ‘and eventually continue -

through to Hartford via Bolton.

But the "anti-bridgers" won
“the.day, and the highway

bridge plans were abandoned. .
The city then appmnted zom:

mittees to estimate the cost to

eliminate the grade. crossings.

Melvin Lincoln’s plan was con-
‘sidered. It 'was: calculatéd to’
. cost $50,000, requiring exten-
sive earth excavation; surface '
water dralnage relaymg of wa-'"
‘ter pipes, curbs ‘and "gutters ™
' ‘and the cost of-a plate’girder
‘bridge. This plancalled for:
highway underpasses to he dug'

szdered too expensive and - op- -Q

scholar-in-residence and co-d
- rector of the’ Windham: Textzl
B 'und H ;stobr M useum il

f 14 feet. This plan was con-

fora footbndge
He said: "The other side of

¢ the river is'growing in popula-s{]

tion and erection of buildings, ;4

If the city is to grow, it w1ll e
. grow in:this portlon ‘and more i 1
so if.the bridge is built. The

people on this side of the rivet” @
often need to go to the others'w
side on business and pleasure, 'z
and we need it as much as they i

*. do.. The inconvenience of cross«

ing the- river ‘at the present
time is great and a dangerous’’

.thing, It involves a violation ofi's?

law, tréspassing on the railsun
road for which so many trang .,

" gients are fined in the pollce B
_court Nkt
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