the Chronilcle, Willimantic, Conn,, Saturday, December 14,1996 7. !

This digitized version of Tom Beardsley’s article is made possible by The Willimantic Public Library. All Tom’s articles and
much more Willimantic history can be accessed at the library. We are grateful to the copyright owner, “The Chronicle” for
permission to reproduce this article. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Tom 5
Beardsley|

"} First ofa series

wer:the railroad tracks and
iver toconnect Pleasant
street! and Main Street had.

fournal optlmxetlcally forecast
hat; "Probably a brldge of
ome klrld will be buil :
reat while  ‘acr
Lbout midwa
resent bridges.

etiti n_had béen prepared by

_ from Main Streét to Pleas-
nt Street.” The cost was. con-
idered to be too expensive,

ear later the Enterprise edito-
ialized that, "... the question
f a foot, brxdge “from Pleasant
treet to Main’ street is again
gitated. It is stated that the
pproaches will cost $10,000.
Ve think that the same
mount of money would do
wre good if spent on an effi-
ient system of sewerage.”
In 1888, a footbridge feasibil-
v committee was formed, led
v local leading citizens John
. Hunter and’ George Burn-
am, ‘but again'the cost was
nsidered too prohibitive..
Four years later detailed
lans were again prepared.
he Chronicle of Aug. 10, 1892
-ported ’ "that, "Now’ tHat ‘the:
lans for the preposed new
ridge over the river and rail?
sad tracks from Railroad
treet to Pleasant Street are
mpleted and the ' ‘;pet:lﬁcé-'.
ons and estimates are soon te

: forthcomlng, together w1th'

The bmldlng of a footbndge_

een dlscussed since he C1v11 i

In. 872 the Wllhmantlc'-_'

The'!l Wllllrnantlc Enterprlse :
£Jan. 11,1877 reported that 2

g for a survey and lay-
ut of a foot way and footbridge: -

nd the plan abandoned: A" ¢

Building tif ﬁ)ofErzdge wasn’

The footbr.'dge b o‘erconsrrucnon in 1906-'

affalr w111 be resumed. From
the plans submitted it:seems a

beautiful structure can be
. made and something of this

kind can’t be denied." It was,
Along with the historic fiscal
conservatism' of the town fa-
thers, there was another issue
which denied the building of a
bridge for so long: ‘The Yan-

EI‘Shlp of Danny”Dunf, the 'fi-

- nal hurdle was. completed ‘and
‘the bridgeopened for hs1ne=ss_.-~
An November 1906:

‘The' turning pom'
pro- bn‘;dge faction camein

b idgé at
ent footbridge, projected origi-

or the o
v t _$200 000," frlghtened 5

squeeze under the rallroad
bridge for the trolley cars and
over ‘the old stone bridge be-

-tween the American Thread
-Ccmpany’s Mtll’s One zmd Six:-

Accidents were common 'md

the public demanded-a new’

highway bridge over the river
and tracks to."convey teams,

kees; south of thé river, did not : tro]leys and ooty Hansanbors)

“want the Irish and French Ca-
nadian immigrant mill: work--_
ers to have easy access to this
part of town. But' gradually,
" control of the" city ‘council fell
into the*Hands of the*Irish-
Americans and under the lead-,

in’ the: pusnhon often . cited  for

 the footbridge. Furthermore, it
whs- forecast:that trolley cars
would travel to Hartford from
" Norwich, through Willimantic,
“so some means had to be pre-
ipared for those trolley lines to
.cross the a'1lroad llnes on -

lcmferMam Street Jéid
‘But! he'" ost of 'a 'hlghway
:sn;e of the cur-

. Willimantic Traction Compa,
_n¥, which held the trolley car

easy

i e kﬁhxﬁi

franchise; was a keen sup-

~porter for the bridge, but it of-
« fered fio| ﬁnanclal report. There'

was also the question of prop-.
erty damage. No, this scheme

was too ambltlous ‘But the:*
pro-bridgers ploughed on, conJ

1| venmig meeting after meeting.

© A letter, from "a pro: brldger
summed  the' matter up" suc~
cinctly. "Not a day!passes: that

teams from New. Londoniand”’-

South Wmdham and other vil-
lages; sources of income to

{5, Wl]hmantlc, aré not discom-*

moded “at our' underpass ' on
Souith ' Main Street and threat-7
ened with extinction at! our ,
Union ‘and' lower Main Street: )

railtoadicrossings. In many

cdses l6dded teams have beén,,
caught“at the“underpass antl’
extracted with’ great difficulty;
say nothing of the numerous,
rallway collisions ' ete. - which
are'a weekly occurrent.” There
wag also’ strong loéal %uppnr’t
for the digging of a tunnel un

der. the Willimantie river, ' ¢

“The towil fathers were slowly.”
convineed and they called for.
estitnates. The  $200,000 estb,.
thate was considered excessive
and a Mr. F.H. Works ‘of the
American Bridge Co: was in-"
vitetl to speak at a town mebt-.
ing‘in ‘April* '1902. He said ‘it
would ' be  necessary, for engi-
neers to make detailed surveys
to prodtce plans and esti-

‘madtes, and this” would take

some time. " 7l :
He thotght the beqt grmmd i
for a bridge was from Railroad
Stréet, which in those days ran.
both sides of the footbridge. He
envisagéd a 24-foot wide, 624 '
foot long bridge with two’ gixss

“ foot foot sidewalks for pedestri-

ans; designed: to'carry: trolley
cars’ of' 80 toris : weight This,

would  cost in!the' region of
.$65,000: The cost would be less

if permission ¢ould be obtained

from; thi railroad: company to
" put & ‘supporting pier-on their

land to reduce the c;pan of: the
bndge ) r |0 ] i

NEXT More problemé

mh&'ﬁ-ﬂ

e report of the bridge comy. 1902, when the trolley cars Lgc town fathers and a stiff r ‘hF
ittee, this m alked ab u ; came toutowhl Ja'wmrarmght\« étdhc’é‘#a% butlt%fi (IPWE Y To Beardsley, a.frébduhcp :
Thidy ! oW Baaitant Boin s bio dned? SRt e e mih g historian. s ae formern i




