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factions were formed. The
'~dowi1tPwners,"opposed the
"uptowners,i'wlio wanted to
purch~se a site, the "Chase lot,r'
on the west corner of Main amt":i
High streets, then considered -:1
to. be at ~heboundary of the..
,borq1igh. The "downtowners,r:

" ' . were not concerned, with the'
Int~eyearsthatWillimantic ' cost.Theywlmtedto build the'

existed asa.borough (1833. n!!w;toWnhall at thejUilction
1893) its political tepreserita- . of ppi6n and MaW'.streets,m,:'
tives h~ld meetings' in a vari- tl1ecentral business area,ofthe ~.
ety.o( venues, inCludihg dance city. But the "dowhtowners"
halls;1 ch1irche~, silk mill, an had. powenul.oPPl?nents.The
arilldty; a bank and offices directors ()f the Willimanti~t;
abC/vb Ii commercial block. LiDen Co; ,believeci:that the
W'illimantic had grown at Ii "toWn hall would be too near to,
uemifu(/otls r~te in the yeats" Its: mills and'prevent expmi~'
aftet the CiVil"!WIlt~d fuiidif' i ~iori, , .' '.~'

had; 't~;bli"fqiihd 16i' 'poHc~gi.. ' l .'Th
,

.e ie~rl~ optimis~, ~f !the
,

"

fire~th~ town'furmj educatibri tc;>wnbuddmg commIttee be.) '.
and 'iihhrbiili iriftastnicfur~of ., gan,to}ailEi;,The c.ountrywas.-
sch'6bl~;<"toadsLsitfeVialks' ;;e~i>erienci~g an eco~oinic
trans'p~H, se,hrsllirid iHped' ~~\Vntt1rh,Ani.exp~nsive,i1e~,
diiiiJqiigwateI;,..;.;the'need.for ,\to~~ hall waSconsIderedtp.,be',:..
a n~W to~: or ~ity h~ll wa~ } Mt~x~ra"agan~e by ~any:~' .
overloo1t.eci. .,I ' . . ii Thijigs got worse m Apn11895! .

:alii. ih 189:3Wlllimantlc be-) A highlyrespe<-:tedWilliinap.tie;>
came'aciW'~,:; jmid' bsgan get~ b/mlte*,45-year-old Qliyer Ris- .
tin~'big City-':ideas,' Suitable ,Tey;'was found dead in b.ed,He,
~~rl;l .forfCoUrlS;'1!iWYers,';'wasthe chief cashier of Willi,~'.,
policl!l'p'oHtit:illlis~d'a1ibrarY'b' mantic's ~rst National Bank;
~e lapi?b1jtYi;'Th~'~ityi.ra~' and af heavy iIivestQr intne'
tlie~ ~et~ ,thenmeetin.g in the. ' ,'.boom days of Willimantic, d\ir~',
HaYd~nr"BI6cRi.:AnDoyedtnat . iri~;the 1880s.But Risleyhad
theifrefitwa~EonstahtlYbeing . .overstretched the matiL H~,

hik~j.~'ey",ppUedfot-btmding , . , ,',", ,.,.,.,.. ,.. " ' . '.. " . . .embezzled vast amounts t9;
::.=~\\r~:~,:~nc:~t~u~~ ' Thisppstc.~fa~jJ?pWihdfjaM town hall,9irca'1909,shoVjs trq/~ey '. ~:~ts~ft ::~a::~~~n~u~h~;;'
Wi~dhams and WilliIiuintk track~ru[1flln~,I1?Main5.treet.f;iotehow.small tryet(eeon th~frqnt burd!=Jrl.and. hep.oisoned him;.'
Am' d' '. hI 1 . b". t '.; lawn/s, . ' . '.. '. .', ",' ,..", l

' r Th fl. . .
al t of

.

Imuc. ,oca JU ua Idn' " ',' .'. ,.,' '; '.' . se., e manCl s ructure -
$60,000 was approved to build: style charactenstic of contem" ing committee. TheYlnoted Willimahtic was.ip rmnsd-i~{ ,
plus a negotiable bond to pur- pordry moveinentS in city plai1~ that the: picturesque Conriecti-( merous investors lo~t: their life. 'I
chase property for a suitabte' ningandciyichnprovemerit cut building at tM Chicag'o fair s8.viIlg.s', The'p~'8sperou'iI'
siOO, . known as the City:Beautiful ",as designed by a Connecticut. ,Natchaug silk <;ompany oh

A building committee was Movement. LittleWillimantic . architect by the name of North Street crashed, and .was'
formad. Several of the mem- . had grandiose plans for itS riew' Briggs, ;." ':. f . -taken over by receivers. The
hers.visited the Colombi!!Il Ex-. toWn Quilding. .It would .be . .Civic 'pride' ran high as the searidalalso closed downWilli~.

positjo?-,Jn bhica~o during someth,Wg:~pe~~~, ,so~~thing buildi.ng com~ittee ~et abouF niB?'tjc's Dime., Savin?s Ba~;,
1893-94. W()rld Fl1lrsteflect, for futur!,!gene~atIon~:to.,be choosmg a sUItable sIte. They. . 'Pus was hardly the time. to be
and iiistigatecertliincuittidi ,prpud of.,Tb:\!~8)9!ribi*~~~o'- needed l$architecHo build iIi '.. pl~ning a grand new town
trends and Chicago'slaunched:'>sitionproVj.~edhtiriierou~mod-.a colortialstylewith IitoucQof '. hall: but the committee,unde:'
a momihiental architecthfaF 'els to insPliJ'wfu:dpfu#:~~uild- classical and renaissance.Pil- .terred,plowed ahead, aJid

. . . . .' . . " ' , . ',' lars, domes, arches ~4 'to~ers' ;a~ienated large faction.s.,. . ':-
Were dreamed of. But the t()wn 'Next week: Factions con-

. . ',"'.' . ,i '..:., 'i>' :poi .".:;'...,;;, conser,:atives 'rere bec?riiirig' .spite ~d a suspicious fire.
:. ASHFORD, , ,.' . '. ) .:" ItEBRbN ""."": >';'. - nervous. What would this ex-" " ,

M~ndilY:board?f sele,:,t,inen,7 p.~., .' tJ0!,cl.at~dolibmic(Jevelojmi"fit:tfavagant;'1.ihrietessarybtiild~\ . TbTrl.Beardsley, if fi-ee:lan~~
SabO-Baker house, housmg authorIty.. commISSion 7'30Jjtn ,Horton House'" ..' . " . t

'
th

" 'I ' '1 t' ,,,', ",,,' . " b{
'" h "" ,', ' .'. -,..

7:30 p.m" Pompey Hollow. . . Tu d ,,'D' , . t'tO' ." ;, mg' cos . '. e .oea a~p!)lyers?;j ,""pu£c~ £stol:fdn, £s a former
Wednes'day:. ~o?sei-vati~n/in'lah4 tee;7~:o.~ri;..~W':hil\~,' w~~~mml,t:; Two la~tib.~s.c~~t' jI1F~:!1?~iD~.;, ~,~~h~lardn'tdid~hce an"d co-d:{~

~ds .comml~slon,.'i7 ..p.m""~;'Yn ':'Thtiijiilijy,'!i<iard of selectiilei17:30 f.The prp-tq\V11'1iall!=JrS?t\mdtliit. ]~ctP..d:)f.tlteWutdha1l1c Text£{e.
haIl; wa~F p?II~~~~,n,~g~~F~),p.~M
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Meetings Nexti,Week,,:i'"~'[;;J;Li:;;~:,:;.i;.;~/::.i;:,.~


